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Project ID Scheme Submit 
Year

First Year of 
Funding Administering Organisation State/Terri

tory Investigators Project Title National/Community 
Benefit

4-digit 
RFCD code Discipline Funding over 

project life 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

LP0562201 L-P 2004 2005 The University of Queensland Qld Prof PC Hayes; Dr E Jak; Dr 
PA Anderson; Mr JE Fittock

Improvements in the 
pyrometallurgical processing of 
nickel oxide and laterite ores at 
QNI Yabulu, North Queensland

Due to the strong and 
continued growth in 
demand for stainless 
steel, especially in China,
a primary nickel supply 
gap is set to emerge over
the present decade.  
Consequently nickel 
oxide-containing and 
nickel sulphide 
processing are growth 
areas for Australia's base
metals industry. 
Improved understanding 
of the conditions 
necessary for the 
recovery of nickel and 
cobalt from low grade 
silica-based ores has the 
potential to significantly 
increase nickel reserves 
from these sources. In 
addition further 
fundamental research is 
required to improve 
productivity at the QNI 
Yabulu plant to 
accommodate planned 
increases in production.

2913 METALLURGY $430,000

$70,000 $140,000 $145,000 $75,000
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