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Michael Prain

IR IR
Frome John Wiseman
Sent: Tuesday, 9 July 2013 2:45 PM
Tou FY1 Group
Subject: Talking Points - MP salaries
Attachments: 130709 TALKING POINTS - MP salaries.doox

Please find attached Talking Points regarding the salary levels published today in the Members Handbook on the
Parliament website.

Regards,

Johin Wiseman

Principal Media Advisor

Office of the Hon. Jeff Seeney MP | Deputy Premier, Minister for State
Development, Infrastructure and Planning

Phone: 07 3224 2946 | Fax: 07 3210 2185 | Mobilogina

Executive Building | 100 George Street | Brishbane | QLD 4000

PO Box 15009 | City Hast | Brisbane | QLD 4002

Great State, Great Opportunity.
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O
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' hael Prain

From: Matthew McEachan

Sent; Thursday, 11 july 2013 12:11 PM

To: FYI Group

Subject: Government FYI - Standard reposnse to general enquiry re MP Pay.
Attachments: 20130711 MP letter re remuneration tribunal.docx

Good afternoon Members and Staff,
Please see standard response to general enquiries re MPs pay.
Dear [NAME]

Thank you for contacting me with your thoughts about proposed changes to the remuneration of Queensland’s
Parliamentarians,

As you would be aware, the former Beattie/Bligh Government establishied a remuneration system which linked
the pay of State politicians to Federal politicians, and in 2009, former Premier Anna Bligh unlawfully froze pay
increases for Queensland politicians.

Advice received from Crown Law stated that the failure to pass oni pay increases was unlawful, and since then
the LNP Government has worked hard to develop a better, fairer system for the future,

Premier Campbell Newman recently announced a fivespoint plan to overhaul the Queensland
Parliament’s entitlements system, which will ensure polificians can no lopger interfere with remuneration,
allowances and entitlements,

The most important part of the plan is the creation of an independent tribunal which will determine the future
pay and allowances of Queensland’s MPs.

The entire plan involves:

¢ The Government overturning the Beattie/Bligh pay legislation to break the link between Federal and
State politicians” remuneration, when Parliament resumes in August

¢ Introducing new legislation to ¢stablish an independent remuneration tribunal which will determine
politicians’ pay and allowances

¢ Legislating that the detertinations of the tribunal are independent, binding and not subject to change by
politicians

¢ Legislating that back pay for current and former politicians is only applicable from 1 July 2013

»  Conducting a full teview of politicians’ allowances, to ensure they are not a defacto salary but proper
reimbursement of expenses incurred in serving an electorate

The tribunal is a greatmix of people with business, industrial relations and community sector backgrounds. They
are: Bond University Vice Chancellor Professor Tim Brailsford, former AMWU secretary David Harrison, and
Multicap CEC Joanne Jessop. Their independent recommendations will be presented to the Government by mid-
October.

Like you, T am very much looking forward to the creation of a truly independent method of deterimining the
entitlements of Queensland MPs. 1 am confident the new system will give people peace of mind by being truly
independent, transparent and reflective of community expectations.

Once again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on this matter. I trust you find the information
provided useful.
1 O
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Yours sincerely

Kind regards

g AGIRIR X 8 Eimebgae  f

Matthew McEachan
Senior Adviser
Office of the Hon. Campbell Newman MP | Premier of Queensland

Phone: 07 3033 0603 | Fex: (7 3221 1809 | Mobile: 73 Telephone |
Executive Building | 100 George Street | Brisbane D4

PO Box 15185 | ity East | Brisbane | QLD 4002

Great State. Great Opportunity,
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Dear [NAME]

Thank you for contacting me with your thonghts about proposed changes to the remuneration of
Queensland’s Parliamentarians.

As you would be aware, the former Beattie/Bligh Government established a reimuneration system
which linked the pay of State politicians to Federal politicians, and in 2009, foringr Premier Anna
Bligh unlawfully froze pay increases for Queensland politicians.

Advice received from Crown Law stated that the failure to pass on pay increases was unlawful,
and since then the LNP Government has worked hard to develop a better, fairer system for the
future.

Premier Campbell Newman recently announced a five-point plan {6 overhaul the
Queensland Parliament’s entitlements system, which will ensure politicians can no longer
interfere with remuneration, allowances and entitlements,

The most important part of the plan is the creation of an independent tribunal which will
determine the future pay and allowances of Queensland’s MPs,

The entire plan involves:

e The Government overturning the Beatlie/Bligh pay legislation to break the link between
Federal and State peliticians’ remuneration, when Parliament resumes in August

¢ Introducing new legislation to establish an independent remuneration tribunal which will
determine politicians™ pay and allowances

e Legislating that the determinations of the tribunal are independent, binding and not
subject to change by politicians

o Legislating that back pay ior eurrent and former politicians is only applicable from 1 July
2013

¢ Conducting a full review of politicians” allowances, to ensure they are not a defacto
salary but proper reimbinsement of expenses incurred in serving an electorate

The tribunal is a great mix of people with business, industrial relations and community sector
backgrounds. They are: Bonid University Vice Chancellor Professor Tim Brailsford, former
AMWU secretary Dravid Harrison, and Multicap CEO Joanne Jessop. Their independent
recommendations will be presented to the Government by mid-October.

Like you, I antt very much looking forward to the creation of a truly independent method of
determining the entitlements of Queensland MPs. T am confident the new system will give people

peace of mind by being truly independent, transparent and reflective of community expectations.

Once again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on this matter. I trust you find the
information provided useful.

Yours sincerely
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Baul Leven

From: Kate Winter

Sent: Tuesday, 25 September 2012 4:44 PM
T Pater Walsh; Paul Leven

Subjact: FW, MP's allowances

This message

Hi guys,

Is someone in policy looking after MP payrises ta meet with Andrew?

Kind regards,

Kate Winter
Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of the Premier

Level 15 Executive Building, 100 George Street, Brisbane
Telephone +61 7 3224 7335

Parl House Telephone +61 7 3406 7175

Facsimile +61 7 3221 3631

., _5.73 Telephone
Mobile Number

Email kate.winter@ministerial.old.gov.ay

From: Andrew Timperiey Imallto:Andrew. Timperlev@premiers.gld.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 25 Saptember 2012 9:32 AM

To: Kate Winter

Subject: MP's allowangas

Good moraning Kate

You'll recall we spoke about MP's salaries last week and the Premier’s notation on the attached PBEN
ahout pay increases being linked o the core wage outcome,

|
We would just like to darify something about MP's allowances though. It is probably easier to discuss if
|

RTIP67.pdf - Page Number: 26 of 156




you have § minutes at some stage.

It isn't urgent so please give me a call when vou get a chance or 1 can come up to

Z20120025080633152.pdf (171 KB

2
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FW: MP's allowances- Enterprise Vault Archived ftem Page 1 of |

From Kale Winter Pate Tuesday, 25 September 2012 4:44:21 PM
To Petar Waleh; Paul Leven
Co

Subject W MP's allowances
T,

Hi guys,

(2L KB

15 someons in policy looking after MP payrises (o meet with Andrew?
Kind regards,

Hate Wintay
C2puty Cited of Staff

Oftice of the Premier

Lavel 15 Expautive B ng, 100 Gaorge Streat, Brishane

Telephone +61 7 3424 7338

Par} House Tetephone 4617 5408 7178

Facsimife +51 7 32

Mum

Emall klelepaenenisteialgkleoy.au
~Number

Feayr Angrow Timpertey [mailkorAndrew Timnerey@prenders.agid.gov.au]
Zeniz Tuesday, 25 Soprember 2012 9:32 AM

Ta: Kate Wintar

Subject: MP's allowances

Goaod maming Kate

You'll recall we spoke about MP's salarios last week and the Premier's riotation on the attached FBN abdut pay inoreases being tnked to the cors wage outcoma,
W wouldd just ke ta clanfy something about MP's alfowances fhough. [ is prabably essler to disaise i you have § minutes at some slage.

it st urgerit so please give me & call when you get & chanca or { can come up ko lavel 15 if you'd fike tG-set a time 10 meet,

Ragards
Andrew

Ancrew Tiapelay
Princigaf Poicy Qfficar
Crenuive Services

(e it of the Promier and {abimet

comtast: 3122 45013

JEH

Fleaas conslder the envirennient before printing this emalf

ited to that ilntended by the author at the

Unless otherwize

goespts e lisibdlity for the contents of ghis emeil enxsapt whers
firmed in writing. The oplulons expressed in this emall are those of the author and do not necessarily

s of the State of Queensizod.) This emall iz conflidentizl and may ge subject to s im af legal privilega.

subsequently o
represant Che

I you have raceivaed this snail in

O
http:/vaultO min.internal/GRIEREOPH - RRG NP L ABREAR  osECBCAT L. 7/08/2013




PREMIER'S BRIEFING NOTE | Teacking Faider No. TFH 220797

Governance rcumeni . DOCH21150400

Tor THE PREMIER f@mm

Date: 22 August 2012 YR o ST OO

Subject: Salary and allowances increase for Members of Y '
: the Quaensiand Pari:amaﬁt M@s) it 2012 bate 3'”’?'&‘}&3; &

< RECOMMENDATION 0'5 B GAAAOADs s carz)

it srgafc,c;xlmm@ndad t_ha; you! W QW e Q‘J @m;%
— note the lelters from Mr Neil Ugurie, Clerk of the Parliataent (thelerk) ‘z,{:gﬁrg'agasa!&ry

Increase received by Federat MPs arid a 2012 GPI adjustment & Quénsland MPs' allowances
undet the Members’ Entitlements Handbook {the handbook) {(Attachrients 1 and 2}

[Exempt Sch.3(2)(1)(b) Reveal Cabinet consideration N/

~ sign the letter to the Clerk advising that the Government is currently considering amendments
to the Act and that you are progressing the CPI increase of allowances to Executive Councll
{Attachment 3),

« KEY ISSUES
Mi>.salaries

~ The Act provides that a Queensland MP Is entitled to an annual safary that is $500 less than the
base safary of a Federal MP. The curent differential is $53 404.-Further background to this ‘
d ﬂ‘ezentsai and commentary on options is at Attachment 4. k

— You have recently publicly stafed that i Queensland MPs were to receive a salary increase in
2012, then the level of that increase should be within the boundaries of what the Government is
asking public sector employeas o acoept,

- A number of options are avallable regarding the seﬁmg of the base salary of MPs. In é&pﬂ% 2012,

- the Gledk Qmmded you with four options as follows:
Option 1 — Refer the matter 16 the Committee of the Legistative Assembly (CLA] for advice,
w}fth the CLA perhaps taking advice from external experts to arrive at a racommendation to
- the Patliament of 8 new niechanism ‘

~  Optlons. 2 — Link Hia base salary of Gueensiand MPs to the nearest rate in the Senior
Executive Senvice of the Public Service

~  Option 3~ Ratain a nexus with Federal MPs but amend the Act to provide a greater
variation than 3500, for example, $50 000 less

- thmn 4 = Establish a Queensland MP Remuneration Tribunal which would determine MP
salaries and allowances. :

- The Department of the Premier and Cabinet (DPC) favozsm & lr&kage hatween MP salades and
the Public Service as suggested by the Clerk (Option 2, but rather than linking with the nearest
rate inthe Senfor Executive Service, DPC mcomm@ndﬁ; amandsrzg the Act to link future
ncreases o the same ;::erc*entaga iHoreases receiwad by public servants in the Core
Quesnsiand Government Departments Cerlified f«kg:eemem

~ This proposal has the advantage of keeping the percentage rate of MP salary increases in line
with those (h the core public service, and it also involves no cost to implement and malitain,
unfiice: for instance the cost of. estabhsh ng and maiﬂtaming a MP remuperation tribunal.

Adtist Oﬂi(}er Andrew T imperlay f\pgmvats by Siref..iez £RIDOG
Area: Exectdlve Services dowmented in nofes In TRIM
Telaphone; 322 45813

RTIP67.pdf - Page Number: 29 of 156




PREMIER’S BRIEFING NOTE , | Tracidng Folder ba. TEA 220797

QQV&?‘!‘E&RC& Doourasnt No, BOGH 2/158400

- OPC has discussed this proposal with the Clerk and he Is supportive of it

-~ Within the State Government’s current tight fiscal climate, with the adoption of this
recommendation, MPs would be able o point out that their salaries were mersly Ingreasing at
the same time and &l the same perseniage rate as public servanis in the core agreement,

- The Brisbane Clly Council and {ha Local Government Remunaeration and Discipline Tribunal use
the base annual salary of a Qu@ens%aﬁd MP as a reference point to determing the salaries of
mayors, depuly mayors and counciliors, The move fo link MPs salary movemenis to thoss of
the core public service would not affect this process, particulaily as this Tz effectively wha! has
been happening since 2010.

~ In 2012, the New South Wales, Victorlan and Tagmanian parliaments have passed lagislation to
break their nexuses wih the base salaries of Federal MPs, so as v provide percentage salary

increases for thelr MPs In line with their public servants.
MP _Aliowanges — OP increase
- The handbook provides thal cgrlain allowances paid to MPs are to be varied annuslly from
1 July In accordance with the CP| for Brigsbane ovar the previcus financial vear.
~ Allowancas subjest 1o this provision inchide the Allowancs to Members {oncé known as
" Electorate Allowange), Ganeral Travel Allocalion, Daily Travelling Allowance, Special Car
Allowance and Flight Within Eleclorate Allocation.

— The Australian Bureau of Siatistics has announcad thai the CPI for Brisbane rose by
0.9 per cent from Juns 2011 1o June 2012 _

- MPs’ allowances wers jast increased by 3.8 per cant from 1 July 2011, which represented the
CPlincrease for Brishane from June 2010 to June 2011

- The Govemor in Council is required to formally approve the P increase of allowances, and it
remains open 1o you to advise the Goverpar in Souncll to reduse, delay, suspend or pay-in-full,
the 2012 CPlincrease. :

~ The G for Brisbane showed a very piodest ingrease In the vear to Juns 2012, and DPC

‘ recommends that MPs’ allowances be incressed by 0.9 per cent from 1 July 2012
o CONSULTATION '
- The Clerk of the Parflament,
¢ BACKGROURND |

~ in Aptil 2012, during the drafling of amendments fo the Act regarding the Parliament's portivlio
committee syster, vou'advised DPC that you would consider the MP salary nexus lsste during
the second half of 2012, rather than at that time.

Comments (Fremiar or DG}

Jon Grayson
Director-Boneral

Action (}fﬁé&r; Andrew Tim;aeﬁay ' “Approvals by Direclor /2D 7 DDG
Araar Execulive Sendoes dosumented o nofes In TR
Toiephone: 322 48813 '
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Bec Meloan

Frovm: Cleveland Electorate Office <cleveland@parliament.gld.gov.au>
Sent: Manday, 25 June 2012 939 AM

Fo: Pramier

Subiect: FW: Public Servants

Attachrnents: payrise.fpg

Categories: Forwarded to thepremier@premiers

Good morning

Please attach this further email fromp, e e o the |to the one forwarded to your office for response on Wed 20
June.
Many thanks

Sue

Sue Hanlon | Electorate Gfflcer

Or Mark Robinson MP | State Member for Cleveland

18 Waterlon Streel Cleveland 4163 | PO Box 1389 Cleveland GLI 4163
POV 3286 2726 | FO7 3286 5418

Eroen:
Sent: Sunday, 24 June 2012 5:00 PM
To: Cleveland Electorate Offfce
Subiect: RE: Public Servants

s.73 Personal Information

Hi Mark 1 am looking forward to your response and to further rey previous email T have an attachment for you to
reply to regarding Redland Coundil receive a 3.7 percent pay rise plus several other councils receiving & simitar
amounts. Why should the core public service receive any lags?

Awaiting your resporise
Regards

From
Sant: Wednesday, 20 June JHIZ 725 M
To: Cleveland Electorate Office

Subifect: Public Servants

Hi Mark

Could you please Clarify the governments position regarding the pay tise for the core public servants of 2.2 per cent
and the announcement that there may be as may as 20,000 public servants positions in jeopardy.

1. Firstly why are cure pubiic servants being treated the lessor than any other Government Departments employees
wha are being offered a higher percentage wage rise as we work as hard as any other profession and we also have
the same hills to pay. Rail fares up 15% Electricity 18% Water Rates out of control basically can you telt me where an
ttam is not Increasing by mare than 2.2 percent,

2. Secondiy the public service is not the reason we have such a massive debt it was the Labour Government so we
should be working together to get the state in a better position instead of bashing a Public Servant. This will only
tead to low marale and poor work performance.

AT am suggesting is that the LNP not to be an Elephant in a dark room.

1
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When I volunieered on the election day 1o help out at Steve's and vour booth at Birkdale T hed higher expactations of
a LNP Government.

1 have been in private sector and now the past 23 vears In the public sector. 1 am positive T could come up with ideas
on how to rectify the whole public service withoul causing massive resistance and disruplion please communicate in a
positive way

Kind Reoards
.73 Personal Information

[

Conslder the anviranmend hefors you pring this emal

MOTHCE - This e-mall and any

Prosvvs iy
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Bec Ma:g:mm

From: ls.73 Member of the Public

Sent: Thursday, 6 September 2012 1:34 PM
Ta: Pretmiet; Health

Subject: Complaint regarding pay/tax issue
Categaories: Forwarded to thepremier@prermiers

Dear Mr Newman,

 am contacting you ) an issue | have had with my pay this forinights [ am a registered
nurse working at F'” Personal Information in the Emergency Department part fime (48 hours per
fortnight) shift work. This pay cycle | worked two extra shifts and was alse given a backpayment
due to a recent payrise through the EB8 Nursing Union Agreement. The backpay totalled
$675.88. My gross income for the fortnight was $3360.05. Upon checking my account yesterday
| was paid only $78.81. | recieved my payslip today and it shows that $2784 was taken out in

tax. | have spoken to several different representatives from Qid Health through the payroll hotiine
number and each time | have spoken to them they have reffered e to the ATO and said the
issue is out of their hands. | have spoken to three differert people at the ATO and they have all
advised me that the total amount that SHOULD have beenvwith-held in tax is $1084 and that |
need to go through Qid Health to have the matter resolved. Mo one has been able to give me any
answers. Today is my first day off in four days and | iave spent 4 hours of my day trying to get
this issue resolved and am yet to get any answers.

This is not the first time | have had a problem with my pay. Every other time | have besn
underpaid, they have paid the amount owed with my next pay which has put my income in a
higher tax bracket meaning | lose even morg eney when | do finally get the money | am owed. |
have left a message with the nursing union but am yet to have a response from them either.

{ havel:lchiidren and like most paople, significant daily living expenses. Whilst | do have
savings that { can fall back on in emargency situations like this, it is very stressiul for me to do this
and [ resent having to fight for money that | worked hard for.

| would appreciate any help you gan give me in having this issue resolved in a timely and
appropriate manner, that does not result in me being taxed more because of a double pay.

Kind regards,

1 D
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Beac Mcloan

s.73 Member of the Public

From:

Sent: Tuesday, 2 July 2013 711 AM

To: Premier; inala@parliament.gld.gov.au

o Deputy Premier

Subject: How about donating your recenet Obscene payrise to charity??
Categories: Forwarded to thepremier@premiers

Campbell, Annastacia -

'm not interested in the fact that this $57K (moare than some people's ENTIRE salary) rise was al legal obligation ~ you
ALL KNQW that Anna Bligh took the morally correct route when she froze your salaries.

So - | chailenge all of you to donate this pay riss {at least!) to a registered charity (and NOT whatever political party
you belong to) - and not some family organised one - yeah - [ guess you've figuredithat | don't think much of
politicians - particularly given the likes of Robert Schwarten are already putting their hands up for back pay - you are
goingto have to do a LOT MORE than 'name & sharne' Jeff. | also challengé you alf to INSISTING that ALL Qld
puoliticans donate this payrise to charity.

Appalled.

1
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Bec Meloan

From: Ashgrove Flectorate Office <ashgrove@pariiament.gld.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 2 fuly 2013 752 AM

To: Premiat

Subject: FW: Daspair

Categories: Forwarded to thepremier@premiers

melsnMemberofthepubnc o
Sant: Monday, 1 July 2013 8:05 PM

Tor Asharove Flectorate Office
Subject: Despair

Dear Mr Newman,

| felt compelled to write to you after hearing about the payrise of 57000 dollars the pollies are going to
get......When [ heard this tonight | just cried ...couldn't believe that this was real. .l am now feeling that
sreed is the only thing that drives ANY politician ...Please justify to me how you could even consider this
when all Queenstanders are doing it so tough....My hushand is/a carpenter and cannot find any work and if
he does he has to work at least 12 hours a day to make 300 dellars....Every person | know is struggling and
averyone is feeling despair...I met you at the Kumbia races and voted for you because | believed that you
had integrity and would do the right thing....This state and country is in real trouble and when there is no
money because people cannot get jobs to pay taxes what wili you all do then...You shouid know that when
the budget is tight that we all have to pull our heads in Why is it that this only seems to apply to the
people and not the Pollies.......

Ragards

Sertt from Windows Mail

Conskter the environment bafora you print this amalt
NOTICE - This s-mizdl and any attachiments afe confidential and only for ihe use of the addresses.

H you have receivad this e-mall In errer, vouare staally prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying of deaiing in ampway whatsoaver with i, and are
requested to reply mmediately by g-mail ko dlie sender or by tefephone (o the Parlamentary Service on +61 7 3400 7111,

Any views expressed in this e-nall 27 iha author's, excepl where the e-mail makes it clear othervdse. The unauthorisad publication of an e-mail snd any
attachiments generated r the offical fnclions of the Parfiamantaty Service. the Legslative Assembly, s Conwriltess or Mambers may constifute a
comamat of the Queensiand Faiameniifihe information contained in this e-mall and any attachiments hecomas the subject of any request under freadon
of bfiemation legislation, the auther or the Pariiamentary Service should be notifind,

b is fhe sddrosses’s responsiniiy [0 scan this message for vingoes. The Parflamentary Service doss nof waivant that the Information is free front sny
viris defact or eroor,

i
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Bec Meloan

From: Ashgrove Electorate Office <ashgrove@parfiament.gld.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 3 July 2013 8:58 AM

To: Prainier

Subject: FW: $1000 per week payrisel

Categories: Forwarded to thepremier@premiers

s.73 Member of the Public

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 3 July 2013 849 AM
To: Ashgrove Electorate Office; Currumbin Electorate Office

Subject: $1000 per week payrise!

I find it obscene that you people think a $1000 per week payrise to state MPs is appropriate. To hide
behind “the law says we must do it"
is even more obscene. We pay you people to make laws, and change laws,

but T guess it never occurred to you to change that one?

Having just put electricity prices up by 21% [ guess you figured you needed to do something to ease

the cost of living pressure.... tor yourseives.

yours truly,

Consider the environment before you print this email.
NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee.
If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing,

copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are requested to reply immediately by e-mail to
the sender or by telephone to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3406 7111, O

i
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Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it clear
otherwise.The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any attachments generated for the official
functions of the Parliamentary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Commitiees or Members may
constitute a contempt of the Queensiand Parliament. If the information contained in this e-mail and
any attachments becomes the subject of any request under freedom of information legislation, the

author or the Parliamentary Service should be notified.

It is the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses.The Parliamentary Service does not

warrant that the information is free from any virus,defect or error,

2
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Pages 39 through 44 redacted for the following reasons:

Exempt Sch.3(6)(c)(i) Infringe the privileges of Parliament
s.73 Public Released / Media
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Pages 47 through 55 redacted for the following reasons:
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