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Sarah Partosh
From: Nicholas Lindsay
Sent: Friday, 20 February 2009 3:14 PM
‘To: Nicholas Lindsay
Subject: TRIM Incoming : DOC/09/11237 ;- Concerning W|Id Rivers nomlnatlons
Concerning Wild Rivers nominations.PDF

Attachments:

Record Number

: DOC/09/11237 ’ - (\//\ :
Title : Concernlng Nlld Rivers nominations /
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alkanu

Cape York Development Corporation P/L
AB.N. 67 075 711 198

o 27 January 2009
Hon Anna Bligh MP : B
Premiler of Queensland
" Premiers Offlce
PO Box 15185
City East, QLD 4002

#

. \:,
WILD RIVERS NOMINATION - LOCKHART, STEWART AND ?‘"HE‘RB 51 i/ AREAS
We are most concerned that your govérnmentfindlcate t the dg ;21 of the first -

three Cape York wild rivers, the Archer, Lockhart and ver nominations is
“on track for early 2009". This tone indicates that Wild %‘g@m arations are fait accormpli
and will'proceed without further engagement with traditlo §| vgn ers and that traditional .
owner concerns will not be addressed prior to dgtlatation. As
go sent f;}a

#early expressed in
submissions, traditional owners will not give t ty wlid river declaration

_ without round-table discussions with Governiqenten }ﬁe lssg’es that have been raised.

9y
. / f/\‘)
Dear Premier ' / </ é‘ / Y

The Acting Premier’s letter dated g™ January refers. .

Throughout the pre-submission period, traditional Saners continually highlighted their
desire for these discussions. The Balkariu meeting ;n];}ecember with the Director
General, Scott Spencer, indicated t?g?’chg\ departirient consldered round table v
discussions with traditional ownersA ?_‘;Id the.Wilderress Soclety) could be a solution. The
Wilderness Society also expressed Aheif belie in, dorrespondence to Traditional Owners -
that these direct dialogs would8 ooy afier :9@ submission period closed as had happened
in the Gulf declarations. We are wost disapppinted that the Department has become
silent in relation to Traditi?néﬂ:@w\né‘i&qoﬁ“ce ns.

a4 U e
We urge the Government tﬁ&efur}edﬁiﬁfﬁ situation by entering into direct discussions with
tradltional owners on thé~gsiies, The égpectation of traditional owners of Balkanu is to
reiterate their position that “there*must be no compulsory declarations of wild rivers and
that any declaratlmg\of wild rivire/must be with the support of traditional owners”.
Traditional ow eﬁ‘ stresggd that they would not consent to wild river declarations until the
issues outlin Zr th ;\sg\e issions had been satisfactorily resolved. We stress that
-béfore any wild wg;s are~dgtlared on Cape York there must be further meaningful
engagen@/ﬁﬂt \dg)nal owners that satisfactorlly addresses their concerns.

You;;;/éjil{c%er@'ly_.\a

/ o T 7

e ey 2. N
Waﬁtﬁﬁ%l@ardﬁkan
Chairman. ™,

i

Balkanu Abgtriginal Corporation

152 Grafton St, P.O. Box 7573, Calrns Qld 4870 Ph: (07) 4019 6200 Fax: (07) 4051 2270
: : Webslte: www.balkanu.com.au :
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Pages 3 through 6 redacted for the following reasons:

Folios 3-6 are not in the public interest to release under Schedule 4(3)(2)
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Sarah Partosh

From: Liekens Ann [Ann;Liekens@nrw.qld.gov.au] on behalf of Crothers Tom
: : [Tom.Crothers@nrw.qld.gov.au]

Sent: Monday, 23 February 2009 2:00 PM

To: , Nicholas Lindsay '

Subject: - . ~ FW: Dot points for DPC

Nick,

These are the three areas "Indlgenous commitments" to the WR declarations progressing on the Cape that | raised in
my discussions with Richie Ah Mat. : : :

Regard | / /;;; /
egards, 4 ),
Tom Crothers. ) . _ Ny Z ,/ /’/
, T "/
Tom Crothers / F‘// a4
General Manager, Water Allocation and Planning \ v e
Department of Natural Resources and Water I )
Telephone: 07 3225 1586 Facsimile: 07 3224 8359 Mobile:i contrary td s
Email: tom.crothers@nrw.qld.gov.au 4 ——

www.nrw.dld.gov.au -

Department of Natural Resources and Water
41 George Street Brisbane Q 4000

GPO Box 2454 Brisbane Q 4001

From: Boyle Terrence : >
Sent: Friday, 20 February 2009 4:12 PM _

To: Crothers Tom :

Cc: Buchanan Scott

Subject: Dot points for DPC

J/

g .
- In 2007, a key agreement between Mir I\@eafsgﬁ;representing the interests of Cape York Land Council, and the
Government (with Mr Ross Rolfe) was that fllgwing tiie passage of the Cape York Peninsula Heritage Bill, there will

be no further impediments to the implemeﬁ‘teu\l?\nxﬁf Wild River legislation on Cape York Peninsula.
o, .

- In late 2007, further negoti?i@?s}véfe\beld with Cape York Land Council and Balkanu within the Three Minister's

Framework (Minister for Naf rﬁ Re‘sm{rcas, and Water, Minister for Tourism, Regional Development and Industry,

Minister for Sustainability}/Clim te Chaﬁgg/énd Innovation). CYLC indicated support for the wild rivers

program proceeding ang yﬁﬁfg\ ard a proposed timeline for consideration. An outcome of the Three Minister's

Framework was that the'wild riverg p‘i'%gram be more closely aligned with the land tenure resolution negotiations. The

éntation Group (CYTRIG) was identified as an appropriate forum for

Cape York Tenure Ré?;?l‘ﬂfgg Implemy
\/ I é’che wild rivers program.

determining the waﬁ?d’r‘Wa
- The Premier sentg}lfjt;;n the 13 February 2007 to all members of the CYTRIG outlining the Government's

fae

Points for DPC brief, Tom | have flesl:d/ém\s{n S\Q}]}TJC%S requiréd and forward to Nick.

position on progressing heritage, land and conservation matters on Cape York Peninsula over the next five years. The
letter stated that CYTRIGwill resolve high level, strategic issues, including issues of principle relating to the
implementation of the State Government's Wild Rivers election commitment.” The letter also stated that - "the
Queensland Government will honour the 2004 election commitment and will nominate 13 wild rivers in Cape York
Peninsula. Nominations will be at the basin level. To ensure close alignment between wild rivers negotiations and
other land tenure resolution processes, declarations will be completed by the end of 2010 as proposed in the “Three

Ministers Eramework”. At least three nominations will be made in 2008". CYTRIG supported the program outiined by
the Premier in her letter. : o '

| think it is important, in light of Balkanu's letter to simply say that the Department has never committed itself to

holding a round table meeting to negotiate on wild river declaration proposals. Also re-iterate the TWS views are not
those of the government.

1
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Cheers
Terry ' » : )

Terry Boyle

Senior Policy Officer - Wild Rivers, Water Allocation and Planning
Telephone: (07) 323 93844 Facsimile: (07) 3224 8359

Email: terrence.boyle@nrw.ald.gov.au

www.nrw.gld.gov.au

Department of Natural Resources and Water
41 George Street, Brisbane Q 4000
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane Q 4001

Queensland celebrates its 150" anniversary In 2009. Check out what's on. toda: af‘?j‘f_r&!/www foti] 50 gld.gov.au

I \<

)
The information in this emall together with any attachments is lntended only fo “1; the pe on or er) {ty to which It Is addressed and may. contaln
confidential and/or privileged material.

\,v «
Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distributlon and/or pub{ca{lon of this em?akmessage is prohlblted, unless as a necessary part of
Departmental business., - / ¢
/,'
If you have recelved this message in errbr you are asked t {«4 cnsencﬁ:z;as )';uickly as possible and delete this message and any coples of
) thls message from your computer and/or your computer sys ol A~
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Sarah Partosh

From: . Crothers Tom [Tom.Crothers@nrw.gld.gov.au]
Sent: . Tuesday, 24 February 2009 3:22 PM
To: Nicholas Lindsay : -
" Cc: . Buchanan Scott
Subject: RE: Leiter from Balkanu
Nick,

Thanks and I initially thought that the letter would have to be put on hold until after
the election. However I understand that in some cases the CEOQ's are peplying to matters
that are of an administrative matter. . m//P’

However given the political sensitivity of the Wild Rivers progra

% 9&@9{}he Aindigenous
people it may be wise to delay a reply. “S S S

N,

- —— 4\\3 .\"\// ’
Regards, _ . / S
Tom C, - v . T
| P
A ,
From: Nicholas Lindsay [mailto:Nicholas.lindsay@ remieq??gld,gov<;;}/
Sent: Tuesday, 24 February 2009 9:28 AM
To: Crothers Tom : _
Subject: RE: Letter from Balkanu

—
Sy

————— Original Message----- ' K\%

Thanks for your assistance on this. I think t ﬁow be on hold until post—v

election.
Nick

~~~~~ Original Message----~ AN :

From: Liekens Ann [mailto:Ann.Liekens@ﬁv&)qld?ﬁoy.aul On Behalf Of Crothers Tom
Sent: Monday, 23 February 2009 1:52,ﬁ%{ / fﬁf“

To: Nicholas Lindsay 4\"fo fﬂ/
Subject: RE: Letter from Balkanu,fgxy“\\‘\\///

Ve ‘> e, ;
z/ w/A‘“\) \Lﬁ . \\\/ "
LS T

I am of the view that you'shodiﬁxjnelude'fhe information I have forwarded over to you

today on the governments actions fbks§ture the agreement of the Indigenous people to the
7/

Wild Rivers declarationsxﬁFaggeding (the 3 areas I raised with Richie Ah Mat). I also
think you need to reitéPate that the government has not agreed to a round table
negotiation process n(ﬁie'ﬁii jver declaration proposals nor has the government agreed

to give the TO's th%/agw*a\gfivefb of a Wild River declaration progressing to

Nick,

finalisation. ‘\\\ o
You could also mertikon that-)RW officers have attempted to arrange meetings with the TO's
in the Archer ,/LgC Ept\;fd Stewart Basin wild river areas to discuss the issues raised in
their submiswieﬁg;ﬁn RWs position on these issues. We have been in contact with Balkanu
but they have-re d t6”cooperate with us or meet with us until they have some higher
level dialogue ';b the Directors-General of DPC and NRW.

I also think that Tt.45 important to mention in your letter that NRW attended over 100
meetings and consulted with over 300 individuals/groups in the consultation program for
the 3 wild river declaration proposals. This is the most extensive consultation process
undertaken on the Cape. ’

Happy to discuss further.

Regards,
Tom Crothers.

Tom Crothers
1
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General Manager, Water Allocation and Planning Department of Natural Resources and Water
Telephone: 07 3225 1586 Facsimile: 07 3224 8359 Mobile: gfo“frdfy'fo Pﬁ

Email: tom.crothers@nrw.gld.gov.au ‘

www . nrw.qld.gov.au

Department of Natural Resources and Water

41 George Street Brisbane Q 4000 ’

GPO Box 2454 Brisbane Q 4001

————— Original Message-----

From: Nicholas Lindsay [mailto:Nicholas. Lindsay@premiers.qld.gov.aul
Sent: Friday, 20 February 2009 3:14 PM g
To: Crothers Tom

Cc: Boyle Terrence ' » §
Subject: Letter from Balkanu
<<Concerning Wild Rivers nominations.PDF>> -
) : .
Tom ‘ S
" As discussed, your thoughts on how this could be handled wou‘ﬁ-ﬁ%é%%%yeciated. Early next:
week would be great. ' _ '

Nick : : _
x56258 <//

Queensland celebrates its-150th anniversary in 26@3~ ‘h Q“/;ut what's on today at
http://www.g150.gld.gov.au

PN .\.

4

S

7
oK oK 3K oK R ok Ok ok sk ok ok ok o R RO ok ok ok ok sk ok ok sk sk sk sk ok skok ko KOk &****f%&\;;;;g******************

The information in this email togethe xany\at hments is intended only for the
person or entity to which it is add; s contain confidential and/or privileged
material.

Any form of review, disclosure, m gdl,“t 1@0 1str1but10n and/or publication of this

emall message is prohibited, un 1ec ssary part of Departmental business.
If you have received this mes iFFb you are asked to inform the sender as quickly
as possible and delete this

5a nd y copies of this message from your computer
and/or your computer system ni%ha(“
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23 March 2009 7 | M\‘x 4 //
: ST T Y

The Hon Anna Bligh MP , S N /S

Premier of Queensland ‘ k ( 7\

PO Box 15185 _ N M\ )

CITY EAST QLD 4002 i Y a4

Dear Anna

On behalf of The Wilderness Society, I wish t /@:ﬂ’s’“«ny copgratulations to you on the
decisive rte-election of a Labor Government{in @ld and to you personally as

Australia’s first elected female Premier.

While jobs and the economy were obvio entral issjres,’we were delighted that, during the
2009 election campaign, you ackng %\th? / s§ortz_mce of the environment, and
committed Labor to a range of impf?gpolici‘&d

o finalising protection for all the.ide ﬁfg? \?lé\ﬁvers on Cape York by end of 2010;

» protecting under the Wild Riveys Act fhreé naajor river systems in Western Queensland’s
channel country — Cooper g,teehina“‘%hg/ (Feorgina and Diamantina Rivers — in the next
term,; _ /’ N N ,

* recommitting o emp‘lt@;}()@d’ﬁ @eﬁmxé/ Wild River Rangers;

o advancing the process forworld-heritage nomination of Cape York, to the point where
Queensland wil}fhgve complé‘t\a@ }T{"s side of the work within the new term, enabling the

~ Commonweal 13~£g\éns}1re a nomination occurs before the end of the Commonwealth’s
next term; / /™ “‘\\ o :

J examin-ing"’hov\!,“land?féatj;i’g laws can be extended to include endangered regrowth
vegetat';izi'h;/ﬁi‘}d\ﬁ()w%carb011 in trees can be linked into the CPRS; and

* an ongoiilg urani”u—rg&f?'ning ban in Queensland.

We ’rc//a/'ISQ s?’i'fl““hgpeﬁxl that additional funds can be found to support further voluntary

property~ad ;aﬁﬁian{ on Cape York, augmented by more significant funding from the-

Commom&l{%under the Caring for our Country program.

The Wildemess Soclety QLD Inc
Brishane Campalgn Centre
136.Boundary St, West End
PO Box 5427, West End, QLD, 4101
Ph: (07) 3846 1420  Fax: (07) 3846 1620
Email; bishane@wildémess.orgia  Intérnet: wwwwilderness.oig.au
{(ABN 68 871 152 328)

RT! Documen_t No.11
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The Wilderness Society has sought to work constructively and cooperatively with each of the
Labor governments since 1998, and very much looks forward to working with you and the
new Bligh Government team during the next three years to further protect our significant but
fragile natural environment. o

: Best wishes | | | i |
(7

N
1‘/ /(‘fr“//“h ‘\\‘v/
i o Y
{ PN !
\\w et "/,/i ) / '
Vi B ‘fi:,f/ /
o T
“‘\ \\“43}7 . Y.
.o X, \/ o
Dr Tim Seelig . Sy N/
State Campaign Manager / /” /S \"\\ )
The Wildemess Society Queensland. )_/ ' / Fan

The Wildemess Soclety QLD Inc
Brisbane Campalgn Centre
136 Boundary St, West End
PO Box 5427, West End, QLD, 4101
Ph:(07) 3846 1420  Fax: (07)3846 1620
Enviall: brisbane@yilderness. orgau Intermets yrww.wilderiess.org.eu
(ABN 88 871 152 328)
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Pages 13 through 15 redacted for the following reasons: -

Folios 13-15 are Exempt under Schedul_e 3(3) Executjve Council
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‘Sarah Partosh

From: - Buchanan Scott [Scott. Buchanan@nrw qld gov.au}
Sent: Thursday, 2 April 2009 3:23 PM
To: Lazzarini Peter; Burton Peter (Mlnhouse) Vernon Chris; Vanderheijde Karin; Cranitch -

Mark (RSD North); Kelly Nigel; Douglas Jason; Ackfun Alex; Cordery Cyril; Eden Kate;
warren.muller@epa.gld.gov.au; alan.feely@epa.qld.gov.au;
buzz.symonds@epa.qgld.gov.au; rob.lawrence@epa.qld. gov.au;
clive.cook@epa.gld.gov.au; james.newman@epa.qgld.gov.au; Abbey Fiona; ‘Wood
Deborah: Paine, Rebecca; colin.shelley@dpi.qld.gov.au; Renee Wanna-Jansen; Adrian
Jeffreys; Barbara Jones; Lindsay Delzoppo; Nicholas Lindsay, Matthew Armstrong;

Sherrie McLean; Georgianna.Fien@epa.qgld.gov.au; Ward DaVId Jensen Judith; Barbeler
Leanne; Oneill Leanne; Moss Joel

Cc: ‘Moss Gordon /
Subject: ‘ Declaration of Archer, Lockhart and Stewart Basins Wild Riyér X s .

L Y\/ / /
FYI

RE: Declaration of Archer, Lockhart and Stewart Basins W||d Rlver Area-\? :
The Archer Basin, Lockhart Basin, and Stewart Basin wild river area deé‘?ﬁﬁe wére-approved today by Governor
in Council and expected to come into effect on Gazettal, tomorrow Aprih3 280

The applicable wild river moratoriums on Water, Vegetation and Mir ng cesse 0 be in effect as of tomorrow

The wild river declarations are available on the department’ ea\;te Hrw.gld.gov.au/wildrivers.

Spatial layers relatlng the W|Id river areas can be VIewed at Depaﬁ‘m\n 0 Envlronment and Resource Management
Offices:

If you have any queries please contact me thry fl‘xe detajls be oy/

//7 - '

Scott . / "///
| / Y e “‘xf'
. ~
\/ f"\\’j? .
Scott Buchanan

Team Leader (Wild Rivers)
Phone: (07) 322 51023 Fax;

Regards

2348350 Mobile;| C°PerarY €]

www.nrw.gld.gov.au

Départment of Envirorment and
41 George St,

e\9 rce Management
Br|=;o 4000 )
GPO Box 2454 gij an

‘\;

Queensland celebrates its 150" anniversary in 2008. Check out what's on today at http://www.q150.qld.qov.au

K kR k

The information in this ema|l together wnh any altachments Is Intended only for the person or entity to which it |s addressed and may contain
confidential and/or privileged material,

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publicatlon of this emall message Is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of
Departmental buslness.

1
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If you have received this messags in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as posslble and delete this message and any copies of
this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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Sarah Partosh

From: Buchanan Scott [Scott.Buchanan@nrw.gld.gov.au].
Sent: - Monday, 6 April 2009 1:56 PM
To: Nicholas Lindsay

Subject: RE: Dot points response to Australian Article 4 April 2009.doc

Yes there will be more

Thanks Scott. _ /’” ot
Are you still sending me something in relation to the email | sent earlier, This'more or less addresses the
Government's response but | will still need more detail on the issues being ria"isé’d ”ﬂy thé CYLC/Balkanu.

: o — S

From: Nicholas Lindsay mailto:Nicholas.|indsay@premiers.qld.qgov.au ' ' |
Sent; Monday, 6 April 2009 1:55PM = - ~ f
To: Buchanan Scott - ' : /L / :
Subject: RE: Dot points response to Australian Article 4 April 2009.doc n\\' _ //7
! N . )
/,f”': W“\ ~

‘Niek ' N,

. /
/ b \ /£
. Ay

=y )

VA
From: Buchanan Scott Tmailto:Scott.Buchanan@nrw.d/ld./ag\ifaﬁl

s,

Sent: Monday, 6 April 2009 1:45 PM NS
To: Adrian Jeffreys \\ -

Cc: Best Debbie; Hinrichsen Lyall; Nicholas Lindsay ™
Subject: Dot points response to Australian

Adrian, :
. As discussed here are some dot points

Regards

Scott

s‘“ - .
Queensland celebrates iz;éh 50" anniversary4n 2009, Check out what's on today at http://www.q150.qld.gov.au

-------

b sing " OR— .
The Informatlop,‘ln«thlg email toﬁa}h?wlth any attachments Is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may
confain conﬁ}ien}ial"aﬁij/or privilegéd material. .

Any form/c;f révlgy.) d}s‘absgigfmodlﬂcaflon. distribution and/or lpub|ication of this email message Is prohibited, unless as a necessary
part of nganentQLbuslneSS. :
\.H“ "

If you have receivé&‘tt}]s) message In error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message and any
coples of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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‘Dot points response to Australian Article 4 April 2009 \ 1
. |

"« The 2004 Election Policy Document Wild Rivers named 19 river systems as
identified river systems to be considered for wild river nomination;
e This included thirteen systems on the Cape York Peninsula;
o The government has continued to restate this position through the 2004, 2006 and
. 2009 election campaigns, as well as through information provided to Balkanu and
Cape York Land Council;
e Changes have been made to the Wild Rivers Act 2005 as a respons 0 negotlatlons
~ with Balkanu and Cape York Land Council on the Cape York Peptinsul Herztage
Act 2007, in particular section 44 of the Wild Rivers Act was ?X i d
beyond doubt that a wild river declaration would not directly orindirgctly, El//z
on Native Title rights;

Wat a wild

o . The Cape York Penmsuld Heritage Act 2007 also mcluj (;//5?
msﬁn}g/ Méenous

river declaration must resetve water for the purpose of
communities to meet their social and economic asplratlong o

e As aresult of the passing of the Cape York Peninglia-Heritage Aet on the 17
October 2007, Noel Pearson agreed that there woul\d“}% no fuﬁﬁer impediments to
the wild rivers program on the Cape York Per,unsula; V4 7

e On 23 July 2008, the then Minister for Na my 2soui‘ees jfmd Water formally
nominated three river basins as proposed ild river ar a

e This followed extensive consultation on the Lapo Yrr /Wlld Rivers program with
the Cape York Peninsula Tenure Resolutlon“‘lmpl*@mf tation Group

. representatives including Balkanu /ﬁnnd Cape Yoi“k\}’and Council;
e On 30 June 2008, the Departmentsigiied %\% i{ ct worth $63,500, with Balkanu
ner

to assist to identify the Traditi 51 O he three proposed declaration areas,
and to assist with the consulj '

t10n Process;
e The Department then impl n’ré%zﬁmswe consultation program to consult
with all affected parties o providéepporfunities to discuss the wild rivers
~ program, /w\w
.o In all there were ov eetings,held with more than 300 people mvolved this
was recognised by @ners asa “commendable effort by the State fo .
provide mformatlon tsi‘f fional Owners™' :

! Letter from Traditional Owners to TWSI to seek'support for extension to the submission deadline.

RTI Document No.19 ‘
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.Sarah Par'tdsh

From: Buchanan Scott [Scott.Buchanan@nrw.qgld.gov.au]

Sent: Monday, 6 April 2009 2:42 PM

To: Nicholas Lindsay

Cc: : Boyle Tefrence : ,

Subject: EW: Info for Nick Lindsay RE: CYLC Objections to WRs

Attachments: - tpl347016608.doc; tpl2086720477.pdf; CTS xxxx_09 attachment A Discussion Paper.doc
Nick, -

See attached, plus some comments below. I know there is a lot of infigmation, but

hopefully it is of use. Tpl347016608.doc refers to the CYLC submiss: issue that due
process has not been followed, and tpl2086720477.pdf responds tzéiza

P
ge’ phat there is
& ﬁgfﬁj o meet wild

0
insufficient data to support that these systems are in good enough ‘co
river status. ' The discussion paper describes how the declaration dealt Mikh the

submissions. (ii::7

7
.R )
egards (j%fiﬁ,

Scott | ‘ \\RW’" Py
; v N ¢
----- Original Message----- AN \\§>

From: Boyle Terrence -/ 4{ AN
Sent: Monday, 6 April 2009 2:09 PM o J'f J
To: Buchanan Scott . T \\//

subject: Info for Nick Lindsay RE: CYLC Objections %o\@ﬁs

o,

Scott you will need to attach the final«BN\qﬁbu; %éfEYLC legal issues, also the one about
the scientific information, as well aﬁ/ isgy?s%dh yaper, : '

900N |
Some responses to CYLC comments: é;\?x' J ;j;? '
" ,failing to consider I digen J?\gai/:ral heritage.”
158 g
gct ety

" failure to expressly/ppbtect tultural heritage..”

The recognition, protection anu.co ervation of Indigenous cultural heritage occurs under
the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act "3003 and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Heritage Act
2003. The two cultural QETiSE?e ActSvhave recently been reviewed and any concerns about
cultural heritage isiy@& ngo d be directed to the appropriate persons involved in this
review. The Wild Riv'r?ZAct 2005 . deals specifically with natural values and any wild river
declaration does Qy' a%%ggt fﬁéggperation of these Acts.

R

has come after; .ﬁ§€§Q§‘rai§ed by Traditional Owners from the Stewart,

Lockhart, Archer River basins were left unaddressed”

. <‘A,; \\»/// \’4’“\/{ . .

A number of i§§u§s“agised by Traditional Owners during the consultation process were given
consideration in‘¥in§&ising the declarations. Also, issues raised in Traditional Owner
submissions made by Balkanu were also considered. As a result. changes were incorporated
into the Stewart Wild River Area along Breakfast Créek. A number of issues raised such as
private boat ramps and jetties cannot be addressed by the declaration process but require
legislative changes. Such amendments are likely to be progressed further. '

"The ca;}fbyxthe &a%et?ork Land Council for further engagement
d
%

A consultation report outlining how the issues raised in submissions and consultation were
dealt with will be released within 3@ business days of these declarations being approved.

The department is happy to speak further with Traditional Owners to discuss ongoing issues
they may have. : -

1 -
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", .deny rights of Indigenous people to own, control, and manage
their natural and cultural heritage as well as pursue economic ‘ _ 1
development.."

The Wild Rivers Act does not impact on land tenure, land ownership, and control and
management of natural and cultural heritage. Wild rivers does not affect day to day
management activities such as weed and pest control and feeding of stock. It also does not
affect traditional cultural activities, outstation developmerit and land management

practices such as traditional burning. Economic development can continue in wild river
areas - see attached sheet. ' ’

", .insufficient scientific evaluation of "natural values” of ;he declared river
basins."” : ' b

See attached brief and discussion paper for further info. ,//dii//i/ .

g,
"The classification of 'Wild Rivers' has been criticiﬁg ;:\\\\\\
.

sed b
Indigenous traditional owners as ignoring indigenous OCC’&iEiOHT“h

management and custodianship of these vast areas of Cape Yqi\kigf;yﬂrn, thousands of
years" ‘ . _ , . ,

In the context of declaring wild -rivers, "wild river" {neans ivér in its natural or
near-natural condition, and is undisturbed by-the impacts qyrd opment. It does not
imply an area that is unoccupied or free from huma >habi>a,i€ . Traditional land _
management practices have meant that these rivers aie and\ré ain in such a very good
~ condition. The Wild Rivers Act is not concerne9/q};2/§§su9§\gf management and
" custodianship but rather is seeking to preserve nat Zéi yi}hes by regulating development
along the rivers and in their catchments. with;ﬁéaglop@égx pressures increasing and ideas
of further development in the North being investigé%gg,:protection of these river systems
is more important than ever before. Furth??mQre, tf?é"tional land management practices can
continue in a wild river area as they qm%#ggféqp%i;gd by a wild river declaration.

S
/ // v
(LSS Sy
- t’,{\ /' }/
L. . . o \"\ AN /
————— Original Message----- SN N/
From: Buchanan Scott /’//’j L“xa e
Sent: Monday, 6 April 2009 1¥:35 AW . 7
To: Boyle Terrence ~_ 4/’ o

Subject: FW: CYLC Objections tojmaiz:>

————— Original Message--~g-

From: Nicholas LiQé;é?\{m 'lgo:Nicholas.Lindsay@premiers.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 6 April Zéég\&/g21 AM

To: Buchanan S¢0 \Xf“s
Subject: CYLC/O éigtlon‘x;o,WRs '

. [‘\N‘ - /
x:_\ j") N

Scott

\.\\L e
.
.
M

Tried to call you.

I am urgently needing some detail on the concerns raised by the CYLC in relation to the
recent WR declarations. I am guessing this will be a mix of general concerns-about WRsy
as well as specific concerns about the latest round of declarations. I also need the
Government's response to any concerns. '

ﬂAlso, just to confirm - the latest WRs went to GiC last Thursday - is that correct?

2
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Perhaps you have something 'off-the-shelf' you can provide me? It would be great to have
this ASAP (today) if possible.

Feel free to call me.to discuss.
Nick

X56258

Queensland celebrates its 150th anniversary in 2009. Check out what's on today at
http://www.q150.qld.gov.au ) N

*******************************************************************liﬁﬁ*

The information in this email together with any attachments is Iatéhdé o T§/For the

person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confldgntialfa déé} privileged

material, : e s

Any form of review, disclosure, modlfication, dlstrlbutlon;é d/QK/ 1cat10n of this

email message is-prohibited, unless as a necessary part of eﬁérbmm/ business,

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to éﬁ(ﬂ the sender as quickly

as possible and delete this message and any COplES of fhis-mess gef¥?om your computer

and/or your computer system network. ‘\;;?
*

******************************************************* o ok ok ok ok ok K %k
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CTS 00591/09 CAQVISOT e OK

: Dated / /
Department of Natural Resources and Water o A d/Not A d/Noted
MINISTERIAL BRIEFING NOTE | pproveciitol APProveciiNo™e

Further information required

- To: The Honourable Minister MINIStEr vovvvveeeereeeereeeeennns

Dated 1o

THROUGH: Acting Director-General
Acting Deputy Dlrector-General Water and Catchment Division

FROM: General Manager, Water Allocation & Planning

SUBJECT: Possible challenges to Wild River Area Declaratlon Pro és*als for the Archer
Stewart, and Lockhart River Basins /

./ / / Y.
RECOMMENDATION =~ .
It is recommended that the Minister note: ‘ S
« the Cape York Land Council (CYLC) and the Balkanu Cape Yor{ Drvej,opment Corporatlon
(Balkanu) have threatened to legally challenge the Wild Rlvere Dqu.Pratw)lszroposals

» Balkanu has requested that there be further engagemen W|th the Tramt litip al Owners before a
decision is'made on the Wild River Declarations.

BACKGROUND | | - \ /
Notices of Intent for the Wild River Area Declaration .{?o als e Archer Stewart and Lockhart
Basins were released on 23 July 2008,

The Notices and the declaration proposals had beenprevi

eviewed and commented-on by the
,department's Legal Services Unit as well as Crown Law. »

Submissions were invited on the dec|arat| @s/ﬁe CYLC provided a submission and Balkanu
wrote three submissions, which were sign }} dit /;a Owners from the relevant basins.
i

The Traditional Owner submissions op & ret,lé -t Balkanu's position more than the Tradltlonal Oownér
positions as articulated at meetlng,s,d%rh\q th \\go/néultatlon program.

| The Minister met with the Tradrt/ gna Wners j’rom the areas covered by the declaratron proposals on
29 October 2008 in Cairns. ST / ~

. {
S =
.

A further meeting was arranged for ihe Director-General to meet with the Traditional Owners on
11 December 2008, but eonty%one Traditional Owner attended with Balkanu representatives.

The depariment epg/@ed Bélkampto aSS|st in the identification and consultation with Traditional Owners
from the three basins.. ™.

AV

Representatlvé% ot\ge C\EC/had previously made a commitment to the former Premier that following
the passagg 9 /of th Q%’ork Peninsula Heritage Act 2007, that there would be no impediments to the
|mplemen\§tlerf2Fﬂr er legislation on Cape York Peninsula (see CTS 08811/07 attached).

KEY ISSUES

o On 21 Novembgr 2008, the department received submissions from the CYLC asserting, amongst
other things, that the Notices are invalid because they fail to give reasons for the proposed
declarations. In particular, CYLC argue that the Notices fail to give reasons of the kind required by
section 27B of the Acts Interpretation Act 1954 (AlA), in that they do not set out the material findings
of fact for the proposed declarations and the evidence on which those findings are based.

» On the 11 December 2008, two departmental officers met with Mr Terry Piper the CEO of Balkanu
where Mr Piper inferred that Balkanu may seek advice from the CYLC to determine if a challenge
should go ahead if it was perceived that Traditional Owners were disadvantaged by the Declarations.

Brisfing Officer: Scott Buchanan, Team Leader Wild Rivers,  Telephone: 322 51023 | Date: 23/01/09
Water Allocation and Planning -
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+ In a telephone conversation between Messrs Terry Piper and Scott Buchanan on 20 January 2009,
Mr Piper stated that if the declarations were to proceed without Traditional Owner support, then the
‘Traditional Owners’ will be instructing CYLC to challenge the declarations. _ .

» The department has sought advice on the applicability of section 27B of the Acts Interpretation-Act to
the Notices of Intent. The advice received was to the effect that a challenge on these grounds was
unlikely to be successful.

« There is some doubt as to whether the threats of a challenge WI|| be carried out, but it seems hlghly
likely that Balkanu and the CYLC will publicly voice disapproval if the Declarations proceed.

« During the telephone conversation of 20 January, Mr Piper enduired as to whether there will be any
further meetings with Traditional Owners of the Stewart, Lockhart and Archer Basins before the '
Minister makes a decision on the Declarations. Mr Piper was advised that the department was
unaware of any plans for further engagement. '

» Mr Piper was assured that the Minister would be advised that Balkanu s g‘g,ests there is a
requirement for further engagement before a decision is made. / (/

¢ It was also explained that the Minister and officers of the department/h &rxg WIt /t9e Tradltlonal

- Owners and with Balkanu on a number of occasions and unless thereﬂs\any neyv specific-issues it
would be unlikely that a further meeting would achieve much.

e ltis the department’s opinion, that if a further meeting or meetlﬁg,fWe,rc e Ob&lf/ there could be
benefits in trying to meet the Traditional Owners without Balka erfpreuent.—.gtlves being present.

« The Traditional Owners may request Balkanu attendance, which- WJIL’not e/denied if requested. .

- However, the department feels that more progress can bf\made by dnreg:t/ alks with the Traditional -
‘Owners. Balkanu have held a consistent position of phllt.so',:.\tucar oppasition to the wild rivers process

despite previous assurances to the contrary. s

» Further meetings with the Traditional Owners are .<ely to resaifve new issues or mutlgate CYLC’s
and Balkanu's reaction. {)

¢ Balkanu will be opposed to government or dep t/ 6fﬂ meeting with Traditional Owners
without Balkanu attendance and are likely to po tr@( |t /divisive strategy

RESOURCE/IMPLEMENTATION IMPLICATIQNS

» If the department is requested to meet tﬂd?‘enal J@rs then there will be a cost to cover travel and
possibly accommodation expenses for't e?ta{\ﬂo Owners.

» Further engagement will impact-on abEﬁg/‘ﬂte REL texpected timeframe to finalise the. Declarations,

which are scheduled to be lodge e Govyérpor in Council by the end of February 2009.

PROPOSED ACTION(S) /‘\
» The department intends to }) {{ % efinxlisation of the declarations, and provide adwce fo the

Minister on how the issues\ra se % missions and through the consultation process can be
dealt with. Ny -

MINISTER'S COMMENTS-_

Briefing Officer: Scott Buchanan, Team Leader Wild Rivers,  Telephone: 322 51023 Date: 23/01/09
Water Allocation and Planning '
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J*n? , ineluding one from the Natural Heritage Report. This
'Figure 6.5/ Cdtciimentdistdrbance index (CDI for Cape York Peninsula (SIC).
Ownersé@sSeried 'n‘t@tewart River Basin submission that 'the work of Mackey,
Heritage Report ‘re Catchment Disturbance Index for Cape York
34) ‘indicates that most of the Stewart Basin has between

\
Z
glum/sstoné 7

p>oposed Stewart Wild River Area asserted that the Stewart River Basin

e.natural values criteria-and that the Natural Heritage Report has shown that this ls

.,

The" depdrtmevtvt hds revrewed the Natural Hentage report and formed the view that the analysis

Balkanu was simplistic and failed to take into account the limitations in the data from

“which the Catghment Disturbance Index map was created.

The Catchment Disturbance Index

]

(CDI) was partly derived from the ‘ldentification of Wild RIVers

“Methodology pd Database Development' study by Stein et alin 1999, which undertook an analysis

of wild rivers i

250 metres. It yvas also derived from the Cape York Peninsula Land Use Study (CYPLUS

Biophysical N

catchment andi

The Natural He
human landuse

}:/contlnental Australia by using a digital elevation mode! with a resolution of about

)

urainess data set (CYPLUS data-set). This information with other information about
in-stream disturbance characteristics was combined to produce the CDI. _
ritage Report advised that the CYPLUS data set is intended to reflect the impact that
activity has on landscapes, particularly in terms of habitat clearance, fragmentation,

Briefing. Officer: Terq

y Boyle, A/Team Leader — Wild Rivers  Telephone: 823 93844 Date: 23/12/2008
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unavailable.

and degradatlJn. lts calculation is complicated by the need for detailed information which is often

o The report furtrLer advised that, in the absence of unavailable information, the data set relies on a
complex meth{iology based on a heurlstically determined combination of indirect, modelled and
surrogate variables that results in the |nformat|on provided by the CYPLUS data’ set to be indicative
only.

s The use of thlslmdlcatlve data In calculating the CDI will result in the CD! also being indicative at
best and not being a true reflection of the situation on the ground.

¢ This position |slsupported by the Natural Herltage Report which also suggests that Cape York

- meets, not only the criteria for nomination as a World Heritage Area and the Register of the

National Estatd, but also additional criteria that were developed for the study. One of these included
‘Natural Integrity’ which refers to ‘ecosystems and landscapes which exhibit outstanding ecological
and geophysm‘il integrity’.

o The report Indicates that the lands of Cape York exhibit outstanding %ur nty in a global,
q

reglonal or continental context and this is one of they key overarchin,
- character of the entire region. It also asserts that Cape York has a ¢o

9fmes the

{ey r/of tropical,

native vegetation systems that is globally significant and that po C@E?a i e of natural
remain i

integrity. /\
1act in Cape York and that

{ o The report alsg mentions that the key hydrological processes
the entire fun%aon of catehments is unimpeded from watershed\‘ndg thfouéh to coastal wetlands
and that the stieams of Cape York have been minimally disturbed by t,ef\,{orks of human activity.

. o This adds further weight to the department’s view that th ~in tural valu/‘;vs of the rivers on Cape York
are ina 'natura to near-natural state. Vv,
5 Y

Department's mapping Sy \

o The depar’tmeqt uses the best and most up to daté oy ﬁw ? avallable from multiple sources in
order to develop the mapping base for proposeu\wTd {jv reas. The department also seeks out
the most recen& available information relevant for ear'h péwosed wild river area in-determining the
state of the natural values of the rivers gnd streams vn baéh basin,

o Datasets and. mapping tools are carefuily analyse ah Pinterpreted so as to delineate the
management areas for a proposed wﬂ@nv‘éﬂ decla ion as accurately as possible. Attachment A
outlines a range of datasets that tbe ﬁep ¥ e“m\u s in order to achieve this.

¢ The department acknowledges l/ at(d ta}c, ijma'non about the natural values of the rivers on
Cape York Peﬂmsula is Ilmnted YFJLUF:P the most recent suite of information that is available

for use. This ln ormation is 2%% aold. ‘
e However, the ise of this i ony-with the available datasets and mappmg tools, and the

collection of o ground kdfo a d pert opinion prowdes a solid basis for the information

supporting the wild river e%proposals

RESOURGENMPL .ar TATION IMPLICATIONS oo

depé‘ﬂme nts view, Balkanu are likely to continue fo challenge the science

e jdsiﬂcatlonﬁor the potential wild river declarations on Cape York Peninsula.
.

A

et

underpmm /
/T

PROPOSEI‘ AG‘& DN(S’)\ /
.o The depaﬂme —Wlll continue to consider ail relevant information provided in submissions.

« The departgnley‘ W![Jontlnue to meet the Minister's timeline for progressing the declaration
propowls on’ Cc pe York Peninsula.

DIRECTOR—~GEN3’RAL’S COMMENTS

S

Briefing Officer: Terry Boylé, A/Team Leader - Wild Rivers  Telephone: 323 93844 Date: 23/12/2008

Page 2 of 4
RTI Document No.26 '




This document has been released under the RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 (Qld)

Pages 27 through 35 redacted for the following reasons:

Eo!'!os 27-35 are Exempt under Schedule 3(1).
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