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Background ~ Central Queensland Integrated Rail Project

QR National has advised it is evaluating the potential to develop an integrated rail
network from the Galilee Basin to the ports in the state’s east, in partlculal Abbot
Point.

The proposed Central Queensland Integrated Rail Project (CQIRP) would service the
growing needs of the Central and South Galilee Basin providing the Basin’s mines
with access to the ports of Central Queensland (Abbot Point, Dahympm BaY, Hay
Point and Gladstone). QR National states the p1c)]ect will also pro v1de e anc

access to Abbot Point for the expanding and new mines of the Bow\,n B sm

/
On 12 September 2011, QR National provided the office offtbé Cuordm t01—GGI‘l6181
with a draft Initial Advice Statement (IAS) for the p10posed CQIRP )

With the draft, QR National explessed an interest in 2 pplym&, fo t/nc Coordinator-
General under Part 4, Division 2 (Significant pm]ect)\f the State Development and
Public Works Organisation Act 1971 (SDPWO Act) fo}\cénmderauon of designating
CQIRP as a significant project 1equu1ng an Enwron}nentaJ h}lpact Statement (EIS).

On 5 October 2011, QR National provided 1& fmaﬁaed TAS to the Coordinator-
General, requesting the CQ]RP be declared as a slgmncaét project.
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TIAS extracts:

1.3 Galilee Busin

AAPAEIIRAS 1 4004812400450 pnd I ML PR IHITTIRGII HARE 13800k 4rrdt s it ebiaidh Hegrit LL sereda

Significant mining oparatfons have yet to ba astablished In tha Galilee Basin, but multiple mines are
proposed. A number of these projects Include the intended construction of dadicated rall lines. Withat -
least four separate lines currently balng proposad to service the Galllee Basin (Figure 1), it 1s claar that
thare is hoth a naed and an apportunity to consider the connaction of the rail infrastructura Into the
existing Central Queensland Coal Natwosk in order to: ' /

« reduce ovarall environmental impuacts s : / // / )
« minimise impucts to the cormmunity A LN / >
« optimise use of existing infrastructure ' I Y / /
» significantly reduce potential greenfield corridor(s) footprint ' /

« provide an Interconnected network for greatest flexibility ( p R ' \\ W
« |avarage off the existing natwork through the use of operational and technical thn‘dﬁﬁé"ns )

P

A
d

« provide for future growthi and entry of new players to the market ) e i

o provide flexibility of export gatewoys l.e. ports ‘ i T
N ~
- AN
14 Project Overview / / \

« ytilise existing operatfonal and technical experfence.
debdativazs AL LR " At hor BI04 TR BB NIV '/.'\'A S04 EBtet IO HIEOP e d 0 F20ANTRITY M LoD EIIELIY

OR National racognises that, unlike the evolution of rall 1etworks for Queanislind’s plonaer coal natworks
bullt fram the 1960s, the Galllea Basin Is an opportumtym‘de‘sfgg} a wgsfd~dass supply chaln solution to
haut coal from mine to port as efficiently as possible. N W {/ .

The proposed solution offers the advantages o?l\greenﬁeld ra]tyﬁhj.twi h the banefit of a consolidated
corridor, It Is designed to deliver flexibility and \dubtq\l;mty In response to customer demands.

751

QR Natlonal’s Infegraltad rall solution will b tgsigned gi‘u sofe, réliable, cost effective solution for
resousce customers In the Galllee and Bowfo.p Buijng seeking tobe patt of an efficlent mine-port export
chain. In addition to the primary t‘uncy:fh s a pail ;érrld/g\r.‘c;ft[ons for co-location of other services will

w /]

also be considered for parts of the corfidors.,
An area of Interest has heen tdeng}ﬁedﬁj)‘ﬂa Natiorial aind Is shown in Flgure 2. This area Is referred to
Irs this TAS as the Central Quea)}ﬂiurlc_l_ Ir‘iir‘agrdteq_ﬂu![ Praject Study Area. A number of corridor options
within the Study Area ara be?‘.g consiferad,

The project leverages off the aexisting brownfield fail corridor from the Port of Abbot Paint Ehraugh the
Newlands caal system to a junction lc-fgdrng to a new greenfield corridor to seve mines and custorers in
tha Central and South Galllea &8 si‘.myn‘cn_ Figure 3.

Through-this pmpogéﬂ‘sq]ptton, QR Natiaftal forecasts It will be able to raduce the need for a totally new
greenfiald rall coridanin thisreglonby upto o third, or @ minimurm 200km, when compared to the rail
corriclors being prorosed by soing proponents.

Timing of pr'je,cts‘ aswell usthe 5e)quencing of projects will have a significant impact on the finul scheme
proposed I;§ QR’i\!qtlo\n:.'l\.
N M ~
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‘l 5 Economic, Env:rcmmental and Social Benefits

1t is estimated that the projectwil( require o capital investmant of at least $2 billlon and Is expeacted to

occur over o 5-10 year period. There will be approximately 2,500 people employad during construction.

The rallway will employ approximately 800 permanent operationat staff and will operate 24 howrs a day,

seven doys o week. ,

QR National has identified a range of opportunities to consollclute corridors and to reduce the
environmental and social impacts of developments in the Galilee Basin. By consohdu;lng ‘along exlsting
1ail corridors, QR National plans to minimise disruption to current fand hofdings, and'as: & vesul, reduce

. environmental and community impacts, Whare there are Impacts, mitigation, conipe eiisation 61' offset
measures will he developed and implemented during the design, canstruction un'lope raition phc*.see 50
that any residual Impucts are daemed acceptable. In this ragard, project dave]opme}‘.\wlli/mnfom tothe

enuironmentai and social safeguard raguirements.of tha State and Federal guverpm ents of Ausfr/aHn

3.1 Scapa of the Pm_;ect " / '/)

A ——
Fas 1.«175“1!... T LLLTIU A TRy S e

The Central Queenslqndlntegrated Rail Projecr. 13 an integrated he:iv h'w. il projewthat proposesto
provide access for multiple mine owners to a reliable and efficlent rait lmmptfrt Aatwork betwaen tha
Galilee and Bowan Basins and the ports of Cantral Queensfa )J {Abbot Polnt, I"uhymple Bay, Hay Polnt
and Gladstone). It will also provide connections to the exls%’ng réil Inﬁ’usth{cth!‘e and thereby anable
access to altemnaiiva end destinatlons serviced by the rail fleswork! / \ \/

The project considers the potential castomars, growth ureqs ul.{m{ﬂci (It?(i mine gmwth demand from
the Galilez and Bowen Basing to provide an integretad rall sol ¢Ion Tkils solution delivers tha required
levels of service through the utilisation of QR National's rall corfidar, :);‘mmismg envrronmentel Impacts
through the consolldation of proposed corr[dors,

The €entral Gueansland Integrated Rall Project, qs lllush\ﬁtad j / fure 3, leverages off the existing,
brownfield rall corridor from tha Port of Ab at, Point thmugh the Newlunds coal system to d junction
leading to a new, greenfield corrldor to seive mindsend Ctl:.i‘ﬂ’ ners in the Central and South Galliee,

Upgrades of the existing Newlands/Gaonyallo: to Abhot Po‘nthestem and Northern Goonyella rall
systerns, apart from major deviatlons, ure Aot Ine ludpd I ‘the scope of this project and are proposed
to ba managad through a sepumta’ procass s p\art of the normal expanslon of existing Goonyella and
Newlands networks. The E[Swl!! ;WEver \take Inio consideration the downstraam Impacts of the
axlsting networks in evuluatipg the Infrmu ucture/uptlons raquired for this project.
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FIGURE1 EXISTING RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SEPARATE PROPOSEE) RAIL LINES
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FIGURE 2 LOCATEON OF.STUDY AREA
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FIGURE3 MAIOR LAND USESIN STUDY AREA
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