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PREMIER’S BRIEFING NOTE Tracking Folder No. TF/12/9199
Governance Document No. "D@Cl12/?2091
]
To: THE PREMIER ed-+Noted
Date: 18 April 2012 N
Subject: Delegations under the Right to Information i 2ar
Act 2009 and Information Privacy Act 2009 (2
Date Action Required by: ..../..../ ...
Requesied by oo
{if apprapriate)

» RECOMMENDATION
it is recommended that you:
- sign the delegations (Attachment 1) authorising:

- the Manager, Administrative Law Services, Department ¢f the'Premier and
Cabinet (DPC), to deal with applications made‘to your Office Ainder the Right
to Information Act 2009 and Information Privacy Act 2089 (the RTI&IP Acts)

- Executive Directors, within DPC, to deal with Internal Review applications
made to your office under the RTI&IP Acts; and

—- sign the letter to the Honourable Jarrod Bleijie MR, Attorney-General and Minister
for Justice (Attachment 2) requesting that he write'to Ministers informing them to
do the same.

« KEY ISSUES

- At the recent Ministerial induction on the administration of the RTI&IP Acts, you
indicated a preference for the decision making power, in relation to ministerial
offices, to be delegated to Right tolnformation and Privacy officers within

“departments, as opposed to minigterial staff.

- Accordingly, the instrumeénts (at Attachment 1) provide for you to delegate this
power, with respect to the Office of the Premier, to the Manager, Administrative Law
Services, for access applications.and to Executive Directors for Internal Review
applications, : '

- | have signed similardelegations in relation to applications made to the department.

— A letter has also been prepared to the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice
(Attachment 2),who is the Minister responsible for the administration of the RTI&IP
Acts, requesting he advise the other members of the Cabinet to do the same,

+* BACKGROUND

~  Section 31 of the’Right to Information Act 2009 and section 51 the /nformation
Frivacy Act 2009 provide that a Minister may direct, either generally orin a
particiiarcase, the power to deal with an access application.

Comments (Premier or DG)

Jon Grayson
Director-General

Actlon Officer: Daniel Smith  Approvals by Direclor /ED / DDG
 tArea: RTIP/CALS documented in nofes in TRIM
Telephone: 322 44808
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Right to Information 2009 (Qld)
DEED OF DIRECTION AND AUTHORISATION

THIS DEED is made this 2% ﬂ day of N\/( 2012 by
CAMPBELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN MP, the Premier 6f Qfeensland, Executive Building, 100
George Street, Brisbane In the State of Queensland,

BACKGROUND

Under seciion 310f the Right fo Information Act 2008 (Qid) (RTI Act), an access application, including
an application for internal review in relation to the access application, under the R'TI Act addressad to
e as a Minister may be dealt with by the person that | direct, either generally orin a-particular case.

NOW THIS DEED WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Pursuant to section 31 of the RTI Act, |, CAMPEELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN, the
Premier of Queensiand:

(a) direct the officers from time to time occupying the pesition of Manager, Administrative
‘Law Services within the Department of the Premier and Cabinetto-deal with access
applications made to me as a Minigter under the RT| Act and authorise those officers
to exercise all powers vested In me under the RT| Act to daal with access applications
and to do all things necessary and incidental'td deal with\those access applications;
and

{b)" direct the officers from time to time occupying.thé postiion of Executive Director within
‘ the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to deal with internal review applications
" made to me as Minister under the RT| Act and authurlse those officers to exerclse al)
powers vested In me under the RTH Aot to deal with Internal review applications and to
do all things necessary and incldental ta deal with those Internal review applications,

2. The officer referred to In clause 1(b) of this eed Js to be determined for each internal review
application by the parsen from time to-dime occupying the position of Deputy Director-General
(Governance), to whom | delegate this-power, -

3, Where the title of a position/rsferencad In clause 1 of this Deed changes, but the dutles,
functions and responsibilities of thepesition remain substantially unchanged, then a reference
to the position referenced In-clause 1 of this Deed is a reference to the changed fitle of that
position, -

EXECUTED AS A DEED

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED by )

CAMPBELL&EVIN/THOVWAS NEWWMAN MP, the )

Premier cﬁgde}snsénd, In the presence of: )
/ . )

......................................

(slgnature of witness)

ACo cPAl

---------------------------------------

(print nams of witness)

................................

; (Signature of Campbelll Kevin Thomas
: Newman)
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Information Privacy Act 2009 (QId)
DEED OF DIRECTION AND AUTHORISATION

THIS DEED is made this 29 AA day of A 2012 by
CAMPBELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN WP, the Premier of Queensiand, Executive Bullding,
100 George Strest, Brisbane in the State of Quesnsland.

BACKGROUND

Under sectlon 51 of the Informalion Privagy Act 2009 (Qid) {IP Act), an access of amendmant
applicatlon, ncluding an application for Interiral review In relation 1o the access of amandment
application, under the IP Act addressed to me as a Minister may be dealt with by the person that |
direct, either generally or in a particular case. K

NOW THIS DEED WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Pursuant to section 51 of the IP Act, |, CAMPBELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN MP, the .
Premier of Queensland:

(a) direct the officars from tme o thme cceupying the position of-Marager,
Administrative Law Services within the Departimant-efthe Premler and Cabinet, to
deal with access and amendment applleations made {b me as a Minister under the
IP Act and authorlse those officers to exerclse all powers vested in me under the
IP Act to deal with access and amendment applicaticns and to do all things
necessary and incidental to deal with Hiase agcess and amendment applications;
and

(L) ditect the-officers from time to time ocoupying the position of Executive Director
within the Department of the Premier and Cablriet to deal with intemal review
applications mads to me as Minister under the-iP Act and authorise those officers
to exercise all powesrs vested.inme under the 1P Act to deal with internal review
applications and to do all things necessary.and incidental to deal with these
internal review applicatians.

2. The officer referred to In clause 1(b)ol this Deed is to be determined for each Internal
review application by the persen from time' 1o time cccupying the pesition of Deputy
Director-Genural (Governance), to.whom V' delegate this power.

3. Where the fitle of a pdsition referenced in clause 1 of this Deed changes, but the duties,
functions and responsiiliities/of the position remaln substantially unchanged, then a 7
reference to the position-referenced in clause 1 of this Deed s a reference to the changed
title of that position.

EXECUTED AS/ ADEED

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED by
CAMPBELL-KEYIN , THOMAS NEWMAN MP,
NA

the Premisr of Quée }ia ftin the prasence of.
A

\

......................................

..............................

(print name of witness)
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%I Premier of Queensiand

Vor reply please quote: CALS/DS - TF/12/8444 — DOC/12/71183 Exccutive Bullding
100 George Sireet Brishane
PO Box 15185 City East

2 [i APR 2012 Queenstand 4002 Australia

Telephone +617 3224 4500

The Honourable Jarrod Bleijie MP Facsimile +01 7 3221 3631

L £mail ThePremier@premiers.qid.gov.au

Attomey-bcneral and Webslte werw.thepremiergld.gov.ay

Minister for Justice

GPO Box 149

BRISBANE QLD 4001

o
Dear Attorngy-General )CQ/'FO4 /

g

As you are aware, the Right to Information Act 2009 (RTH-Act) and Information Privacy Act
2009 (IP Act) provide persons with rights of access and amendment to certain documents of
agencies and Ministers.

Under scction 31 of the RTI Act and section S1/0f the JP Act, Ministers may direct and
authorise delegates to deal with applications-made’to ministerial offices. Similar provisions
exist for departmental chief executives to delegatetheif decision making powers to officers
within their agency, in relation to applications made to agencies.

Consistent with my election commitment-to-restore accountability in Government, [ expect
Ministers to delegate their decision making powers to Right to Information and Information
Privacy officers within their départmeénts,/and not to ministerial staff within their offices,
Additionally, the power to deal with Internal Reviews under the Acts should also be
delegated to an appropriate departmental officer.

I consider that havirg thess decisions made by independent public service officers will
ensure that the government’s-administration of this scheme is, and is perceived to be, of the
highest consistency, transparency and impartiality, Additionally, it is my expectation that
ministerial staff > will_provide these departmental officers with their full cooperation and
assistance in/dh¢ processing of applications under the Acts.

I request/that, as the Minister responsible for these Acts, you write to the remainder of the
Cabinet-advising theny to delegate these powers accordingly.

Y oui's singerely

L) T

CAMPBELL NEWMAN

Queensland
- Government
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Barbara Tollenaere

From: Jon Grayson

Sent: Tuesday, 31 July 2012 10:09 AM

To: Campbell Newman; kate.winter@ministerial.qld.gov.au
Cc: Anthony Crack

Subject: Fwd: Radio comment about release of cabinet documents

Premier - as requested, below is the email correspondence between the Cabinet Secretary and the office of
the Opposition Leader. :

Regards
Jon Grayson

Begin forwarded message:

From: Anthony Crack <Anthonv.Crack@preméers.qld,qov.au>
Subject: Radio comment about release of cabinet docimerits
Date: 31 July 2012 9:03:55 AM AEST '

To: Craig Evans <Craiq.Evans@;premiers.qfd.qov.au>, Jon Grayson
<Jon.Grayson@premiers.qld.aov. au>

Jonand Craig

[ just caught part of the Opposition Leader on 612 saylng’that he handswere tied about the release cabinet documents because
of the rules set by the cabinet secretariat and the cabirte{ handbook. She said she had written advice from me on this. Below is
an email t sent a couple of weeks 2go to her chief of §taff (av'heér request and in response to a general rather than specific
inquiry about our procedures), | refer to the standard fornt of words we use {which does not include anything about attending
in person to view documents) and note that she could vary any of these conditions if she wishes.

regards

Anthony Grack

Cabinet Secretary.

Department of the Pramier and Cabinet AN
Telephone: (07) 303 30670 Mobile: CTPI j|

From: Anthony Crack

Sent: Tuesday, 17 July 2012-10:42 AM
To: 'Angela MacDonagh'

Subject: release of Cabinet/ documents

Angela

As discussed, the standard form of words used when | release a copy of cabinet material following approval from the premier or
Leader of the Opposition includes the following:

“these documents are released for the purposes stated in your letter and on that basis they must not be copied, released or
disclosed to any other party. '

Please arrange for the secure return of these documents to Cabinet Services within 28 days of receipt by your office, unless
prior approval has been sought, in writing, for an extended period of access”

1
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In my view the Leader of the Opposition can vary any of thése terms up to and including allowing public disclosure of
documents if she wishes.
Regards

Anthony

Anthony Crack
Cabinet Secretary

Depariment of the Premier and Cabine
Telephone: {07} 303 30670 Mobile] CTPI

2
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PREMIER’S BRIEFING NOTE Tracking Folgder No. TF/12/22313
Governance Docum% Docfiz2/161942

| /
To: THE PREMIER Appfoved | Notikpproved--Neted
Date: 22 August 2012 Premier ......, q:\w'

Subject: Right to Information and Information Privacy g
Delegations Date - Jgriypl-da s
Date Action Required by: ......../.....

Requested by, .......cooniniin i,
{if appropriate)

» RECOMMENDATION

it is recommended that you sign the attached Deeds of Direction and Authorisation for the
following departmental officers within Constitutional and Administrative’Law Services
(CALS) to deal with applications made to your Office under the Rightdo inférmation Act
2009 and Information Privacy Act 2009 (“the RTI&IP Acts™):

- Manager, Administrative L.aw Services;

— Principal Legal Officer, Legal Services;

- Senior Legal Officer, Legal Services;

- Legal Officer, Legal Services; and

- Executive Directors (fo deal with Internal Review applications).
* KEY ISSUES

- On 24 April 2012, you signed Deeds of Direction and Authorisation for the Manager,
Administrative Law Services within CALS to/déal with applications, and for
Executive Directors to deal with Internal Ravisw #Applications, under the RTI&IP
Acts.

— There has been a significant inctease in applications received by the Department
and your Office over the prevjous few months. For the three-month period of June
to August 2012, 31 applicatiorts have been/received. This contrasts with 26
applications received in the precéding 12 months from June 2011 to May 2012,

-~ To allow the Department to-effectively inanage this increase in workload, it is
proposed that as an ipitiaimeasure’the Deeds of Direction and Authorisation be
issued for the Legal/Serviges Unit within CALS to assist the Right t¢ Information |
and Privacy Unit.

-~ This arrangement willbelreviewed as required to ensure statutory timeframes for
RTI applications continue-to,be met. .

— The attached Deeds also reissue the delegation to the Manager, Administrative Law
Services and Executive Directors so that all delegations are contained in the same
document:

— | have gigned similar delegations in relation to applications made to the department.
e BACKGROUND

— Section 31 of the Right to Informafion Act 2009 and section 51 the Information
Privacy Act 2009 provide that a Minister may direct, either generally or in a
partictlar case, the power to deal with an access application.

Comments (Premisr or DG)

st summ
P it
e e ans

e

Jon Grayson

Director-General . A
Vi A2z
Action Officer: Daniel Smith  Approvals by Direclor/ED / DDG
Area: RTI&P /CALS documented in notesyﬁm
Tetephone: 322 44808 : 45
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Right to Information 2009 (Qld)
DEED OF DIRECTION AND AUTHORISATION

THIS DEED is made this 29 L day of T . 201 by
CAMPBELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN MP, the Fremier ‘of ensland, Executive Buiiding, 100
George Street, Brishbane in the State of Queensland.

BACKGROUND

Under section 31of the Right to Information Act 2009 (Qld) (RTi Act), an access application, including
an application for internal review in relation to the access application, under the R71| Act addressed to
me as a Minister may be dealt with by the person that | direct, either generally/of in g/particular case,

NOW THIS DEED WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Pursuant to section 31 of the RTI Act, |, CAMPBELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN, the
Premier of Queensland:

(a)

direct the officers from time fo time occupying or acting in the foliowing positions within
the Constitutional and Administrative Services Unitof fhe Bepartment of the Premier
and Cabinet (DPC): Manager, Administrative Law Services, Principal Legal Officer,
Senior Legal Officer, and Legal Officer; to deal with access applications made to me as
a Minister under the RTI Act and authorise those officers to exercise all powers vested
in me under the RT1 Act to deal with access applications and to do all things necessary
and incidental to deal with those access dpplications; and

direct the officers from time to time occupying the-position of Executive Director within
DPC to deal with internal review applications madé to me as Minister under the RTI
Act and authorise those officers to.exercise alVpowers vested in me under the RTI Act
to dea! with internal review applications and fo'do alf things necessary and incidental to
deal with those internal review applications,

2. The officer referred to in clause 1{b) efthis Deed is to be determined for each internal review
application by the person from time to-time pccupying the position of Deputy Director-General
{Governance), to whom | delegaie this power.

3. Where the title of a positien refefenced in clause 1 of this Deed changes, but the duties,
functions and responsibilities-of the position remain substantially unchanged, then a reference
to the position referenced in clause 1 of this Deed is a reference to the changed title of that
position.

EXECUTED AS A DEED

SIGNED,

.........

SEALED AND DELIVERED by

.............................

) (Signature of Campbell Kevin Thomas

Newman
(print name of witness) 8 )
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Information Privacy Act 2009 (Qid)
DEED OF DIRECTION AND AUTHORISATION

THIS DEED is made this 23 AL day of U oo by
CAMPBELL KEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN MP, the Premier of QWieensland, Executive Building,
100 George Street, Brisbane in the State of Queensland.

BACKGROUND

Under section 51 of the Information Privacy Act 2009 (Qld) (P Act), an access or amandment
application, including an application for Internal review in relation to the access 6y amendment
application, under the |P Act addressed to me as a Minister may be dealt with' by the person that |
direct, either generally or in a particular case.

NOW THIS DEED WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Pursuant to section 51 of the IP Act, 1, CAMPBELL KEVIN/THOMAS NEWMAN MP, the
Premier of Queensland:

(a) direct the officers from time to time occupying or acting in thefeilowing positions
within the Constitutional and Administrative Services Unit 6fithe Depariment of the
Premier and Cabinat (DPC). Manager, Adminisfrative Law-Services, Principal
Legal Officer, Senior Legal Officer, and Legal Qfiicery/to deal with access and
amendment applications made to me ag’a Minister dnder the |P Act and authorise
those officers to exercise all powers vested inune under the IP Act to deal with
access and amendment applicationg and to' do all things necessary and incidental
to deal with those access and amendment applications; and

{b) direct the officers from time to time occupying/thie position of Executive Director
within DPC to deal with internal review applications made to me as Minister under
the IP Act and authorise those officers to exercise all powers vested in me under
the P Act to deal with intetnal review applications and to do all things necessary
and incidental to deal with'those internalreview applications.

2. The officer referred to In clause 1(b) of thisDeed is to be determined for each internal
review application by the person fi'em timéfo time occupying the position of Deputy
Director-General (Governance), to-whoiy/l delegate this power,

3. Where the title of a position referenced in clause 1 of this Deed changes, but the duties,
functions and responsibliitiss’ of the position remain substantially unchanged, then a
reference to the position referanced in clause 1 of this Deed is a reference to the changed
title of that position.

EXECUTED AS ADEED

SIGNED, SEALED “AND DELIVERED by )
CAMPBEILKEVIN THOMAS NEWMAN MP, )
the F’remier of Queel sland, in the presence of: )
2. i ) ;
..... "'6’\] . V AN D x’\ ) (Signature of Campbell Kevin Thomas
{signature of witness) ) Newman)
........ ey IYNWeRS. L ;
(print name of witness) )
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PREMIER’S BRIEFING NOTE Tracking Folder No. TF12/9727

Policy DocumeptNo. DOCY12/112351
To: THE PREMIER Ap roveleo%rﬂrpprweﬂ‘kNotcd
Date: 22 August 2012 Promier (0N Ao
Subject: People with a disability inappropriately Date™—. /QL/ LA L
accommodated in Queensland Health (QH) ae {/
facilities — response to correspondence Date Action Required by: .../ /.....
foliowing a 14 April 2012 Courier Mail article Requested bY: .......cvcviiierrinr e,
about Jacana Acquwed Brain (ABI) Injury (if appropriate}
Centre (Jacana)

« RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that you:

sign the letters respondmg to Mr.Neal Lakshman, Advocate SpeakIm, Up, t-orVou Ing (SUFYY
(Attachments 1), and/CTP I(Attachments--z) about the Jacara media arficle

!

— note the high cost of meeting the intensive support needs of people with adisability seeking to
transition from QH facilities to the community makes it difficult for these clients to successfully
compete for prioritisation for a housing and disability support package and, furthermore, people
with a disability in less than desirable but stable care arrangements stch as QH facilities, are
fess likely to be prioritised for community based suppott.simply because they are receiving
some form of supported accommodation

« KEY ISSUES

— On 17 and 19 April 2012 respectively, Mr takshman androte regarding the Jacana
media article which discussed five pegple with-a digability unable to be discharged from Jacana

due to difficulties accessing social housing and-ongoing disability supports (Attachments 4 and §).
— Details of the specific cases referérced,in'the gticle are outlined in Attachment 8,

-~ QH advises that 53 people with an AB| aie gufrently accommodated in Jacana. There are also
(based on 201011 data) appreximately131 people with a disability residing in seven other
non-acute QH facilities, inclyding 10 in Casuarina Lodge, 46 in four mental health facilities —
Baillie Henderson Hospital (BHH)/the Park Centre for Mental Health, Kirwan Rehabilitation
Extended Treatment Service,-and Charters Towers Hospital — and 78 in residential facilities —
the Halwyn Centre, and Birribi Disability and Residential Day Care Facility.

- The article highlights concerns repeatedly raised by statutory and non-government advocacy
bodies about the inappropriateness of accommodating people with a disability in health-based
institutions. The Henourable W.J. Carter's report, Challenging Behaviour and Disability — A
Targeted Response, and the Honourable Brendan Butler's review of the Mental Health Act
2000, both snPcifically recommended developing more appropriate options for people with a
dlsabllaty reauo nq in BHH :

on: b_ccur now 6n an 1nd:V|dua! nheeds basis or as facilities become fmancxally of operahonally
unviable.

~ People with a disability in QH facilities must participate in standard processes to identify
eligibility and need, before competing against the broader cohort of people seeking housing
and/or disability support for prioritisation within the capacity of the Department of Housing and
Public Works {(DHPW)} and Depaitment of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services
(DCCSDS).

- QH-estimates seven Jacana "Jdents could be transitioned to live'in the community with
ongoing housing and disability support. QH also indicated that while DHPW frequently
endeavours to meet the housing needs of people with a disability, this is contingent on the
allocation by DCCSDS of a disability care package before the accommodation is provided.

[Action Officer; Eleancr Balkin_ Arga; SHP_ Telephone: (07) 322 58042 Approvals by Director / ED / DDG documenied in nofes in TRIM
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PREMIER’S BRIEFING NOTE

3 Tracking Felder No. TF12/9727
Policy

Document No. DOC/i2/112351

- However, when recurrent disability support funding becomes avallable, the high cost of meeting
the intensive support needs of people with a disability seeking to transition from QH facilities
makes it difficult for these clients to successfully compete for prioritisation for a DCCSDS
package.

~ This difficulty is further. compounded by the: signifscant competitlon for ongomg disability support,
‘the high level of demand for crisis funding for people with a disability, and a'finite buidget. As
such, people with a disability in less than desirable but stable care arrangements such as QH
facilities, are less fikely to be prioritised for community based support, simply because they are

receiving some form of supported accommodation.,

feasibi ity of transferring management of their care to
~ On 25 July 2011, the former Premier was advised that DCCSDS and QH were developmg a

strategic framework for the long-term support and transition of people with a disability residing in
QH facilities for Queensland Government consideration,

- To progress thls.fwork QH undertook a:;survey of. people witi: a dibabtilty in. |ts acute non- acute

] ndiv ualé i BHH

) per annum.

- The media article also discusses legat action being pursued by SUFY and the Australian Centre
for Disability Law against the Queensland-and Australian Governments through the Australian
Human Rights Commission (AHRC). Thé/article alieges both governments are in breach of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD), as well as
anti-discrimination legistation,

- DHPW is leading the Queensland Government's response to this action and is currently
preparing submissions tothe AHRC abelt the State being named as a respondent in the
alleged breach of the UN CREIX

+ CONSULTATION
- DCCSDS, QH
+ BACKGROUND

— Significant cofmpetition for recurrent disability support in Queensland exists due to historical
underfundma high derﬂand for support and the I|fet1me nature of most funding allocations.

2 feg ,ered 5in-need of support at.an
051, ! : 5 people were registered as having undermet
eeds, at an estimated cost of $287.8 million.

- Abso!uz‘efy Everybody, the 10 year plan (2011-21) to support particnpat:on by Queenslanders
with a disability In the community, commits DCCSDS and QH to develop a planned approach to
assist people with'a disability residing in QH facilities, and who wish to transition to community
living.

Comments (Premier or DG)

o
)/ > f O

e
Jon Graysp //

Director- Generai

[Action Cfficer: _Eleancr Balkin_Area: SHP Telephone: (07) 322 58042 Approvais by Director / ED / DDG documented In notes in TRIM |
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LT .
wietd  Premier of Queensland

For reply please quote: SHP/ES - TR/ 2/0727—- DOC/I 27106659 Executive Bullding

100 George Steeat Brisbane

U k KSEP 2[]12 ) PO Box 15185 City Fast
Queensland 4002 Australia
| Telephone +61 7 3224 4500
My Nca} LakSiEn]an Facsimlfe +61 7 3221 3631
Speakmg Up For You Inc Emall ThePremler@premiers.gqld.gov.au
PO Box 5649 Website www.thepremier.qlid.gov.au

WEST END QLD 4101

Dear Mr Lakshman

Thank . you for your email of 17 April 2012 aboul the Jacana Ae¢quired Brain Injury
Rehabilitation and Residential Care Centre, [ apologise for the delay in responding.

1 am well aware of the problems with the current disability stpport and social housing
systems in Queensland, and agree that major/improvenénts are needed. The newspaper
article you enclosed highlights the devastatipg imipact \of the current lack of disability
“services and alternative accommodation on individuals andtheir families.

As the article points out, a National Disabilify. InSurance Scheme has the potential to
improve disability support services ir-the longer ternt. However, in the meantime, please be
assured that the Queensland Governmenins doing all we can within our means to revitalise
existing front-line services and délver immediate improvements for Queenslanders with a
disability, their cavers, and theny/familiss’

The Government is hard at work “mplementing the $38.7 million package of support
initiatives announced duping the election’ campaign and is examining ways to deliver more

In the coming months, ~we Wwill also be working with the private sector, community
organisations and local govemments, to explore different options for improving access to
social housing.

As you may Anow, the previons Government released a 10-year plan for supporting
Queenslanderswith a disability in late 2011, The Honourable Tracy Davis MP, Minister for
Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services, is currently reviewing this plan and the
first three-year whelg-of-Government action plan in light of the Government's pledges,
policies and) election commitments. 1 have asked Minister Davis to consider the issues you
raise/and ways-to-improve access to services within the current system as part of this work.

Again, thank you for alerling me to your concerns and for your continued advocacy on
behall of Queenslanders with a disability.

Yours sincerely

e

}“/AMPBELL NEWMAN

Queensland
Government
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(R .
(2744 Premier of Queensland

For reply please quole: SHP/EB — T8/12/9727- DOC/ 1 /106037 Exccutive Building

“100 George Streel Brisbane

U [} SEP Zml PO Box 15184 ity East
Queensiand 4002 Australia
CTPI : . Telephone +617 3224 4500

Facstmite +617 3221 3631
Email ThePremler@premlers.gld.gov.au

ARANA HILLS QLD 4054 Website www.thepremier.gid.gov.au

Dear|¢™

Thank you for your email of 19 April 2012 about the hewspaper afticle on the Jacana
Acquired Brain Injury Rehabilitation and Residential Care Cexitre. 1 dpologise for the delay
in responding,

1 am well aware of the problems with the current dizability support and social housing
systems in Queensland, and agree that major/improvements are needed. The newspaper
article you enclosed highlights the devastating impact \of the current lack of disability
services and alternative accommodation on individagls and their families,

As the article points out, a National Disability. Insurance Scheme has the polential to
improve disability support services inthe longer termi, However, in the meantime, please be
assured that the Queensland Government.is dotng all it can within its means to revitalise
existing front-line services and deliver immuediate improvements for Queenslanders with a
disability, their carers, and theipfamilies.

The Government is already hard at work implementing the $38.7 million package of support

initiatives announced during the election campaign and is examining ways to deliver more

efficient and cost-effective sepvicesthat provide individuals with greater choice and control.

In the coming months, ~we Awill also be working with the privale sector, community -
organisations and [ocal governments to explore different options for improving access to

social housing. '

As you may Amow, the previous Government released a 10-year plan for supporting
Queenslanders-with a disability in late 2011, The Honourable Tracy Davis MP, Minister for
Communijies, Child Safety and Disability Services, is currently reviewing this plan and the
{irst three-year whelg-of-Government action plan in light of the Government’s pledges,
policigs and clection commitments. | have asked Minister Davis {o consider the issues you
raige’/and ways-to-tmprove access to services within the current system as part of this work.

Again, thank you for writing to me with your concerns.

Yours sincerely

b

MPBELL NEWMAN Queensland

Government
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Premier of Queensland

For reply please quote: SHP/EBR — TF/12/9727 — DOC/ 2/112780

Executive Building
100 George Street Brisbane

D!l SEP 2@12 PG Box 15385 Cliy Fast

Queensland 4002 Austrada

T . ) e . Teleplione +617 3224 4500
The Honourable Tracy Davis MP Facsimile 4617 3221 363

Minister for Communities, Child Safety _ Email ThePremier@premiers.qld.gov.au
and Disabilily Services Website www.thepremler.gld.gov.au
GPO Box 806

BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear M rﬁs/t::l ‘fa4/()

I am wrltmg 10 you about people with a disability whe-are residing’in the Jacana Acquired
Brain Injury Rehabilitation and Residential Care Cenive (Facana),

[ have received correspondence from Mr Neil Lsakshman, ‘Advocate, Speaking Up For You,
and from|CTP reparding a Coufjér Mail newspaper article of 14 April 2012,
which highlights the difficulties that pedple with a djsability living at Jacana face in
accessing the support services and accommodation they need to fransition to community
living. [ understand these Jacana residents are part.of the broader cohort of Queenslanders
with a disability who are living in Queensland Health facilities across the state,

While a National Disability Insysafice Scheme has the polential to improve support for these
clients in the longer term, I ami indergsted inowhat can be done to improve support for these
clients under the current arrangemeénis. 1 aware you are reviewing the 10-year plan for
supporting Queenslanders-with a disability and the first three-year whole-ol-Government
action plan, and intend 10/bring revised/plans to Cabinet for consideration before the end of
2012, Tunderstand the/whole,0f=Government actton plan currently ineludes a commitment to
develop a planned approack’ to working with people lcs1clmg health facilities and who
indicate a desire to move fo cornmunity living.

I have encloSed “the-correspondence from Mr Lakshman and |CTF for your
consideration/and ask “that you investigale the issues raised as part of your review and
include options for improving access to scrvices within the current system as part of the
revised plan. | alsorequest that you provide direct replies to Mr Lakshman and to
and that-you forward a copy of these responses to me.

Thank youforassistance with this matler. T look forward to receiving your advice.

Yours sineerely

Queensland
Government
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Ashleigh Edwards

From: Premiers Master

Sent: Monday, 23 April 2012 12:04 PM
To: The Premier

Subject: FW:

Attachments: AB|.pdf

Daniel

App Team, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
+61 7 303 30608

From: Neal Lakshman [mailto:neal@sufy.org.aul
Sent: Tuesday, 17 April 2012 1:14 PM
Subject:

Newspaper Article regarding Human Rights and people with acquired/brain injury in Health
institutions in Brisbane, lack of access to Disability Services and Housing

Sincerely

Neal Lakshman
Advocate

Speaking Up For You Inc.
Ph. 32551244

Fax. 32551266
www.sufy.org.au

The Precinct

Unit F2, 1st Floox
12 Browning Street
P O Box 5649

West End Q 4101

CAUTION: This email/may.contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this email is
prohibited. If you -have received this email in error, please notify us immediately and destroy
all copies of thé/message and attachments. Thank you.
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Jacana 5's plight highlights wider issue

+ by: Margaret Wanham
+ From: The Courier-Mail
= April 14, 2012 12:00AM

Source: The CourierMail

BARBARA Douglass has paused to collect her thoughts so she can sum up the difficulties
facing her severely brain-damaged grandson, Ryan, and his family as they try to secure him
disability support funding and somewhere fo live,

"A Jot of people getiwvorn dowreby it," the 71-year-old says finally. "Tell you what - there's worse
things than death and that's the perpetual grief for families.”

She's not saying, you understand, that it would be better if her beloved Ryan had died when his car
hit a powsgr/pole more than four years ago, or that she would rather be dead than continue to play
her role/iri-the family's watchful and loving guardianship of him.

I's just that, fer all of them, being stuck in an unsatisfying, unedifying, frustrating and upsetting
limbo where none’of them - Ryan, Barbara, Deb, who is Ryan's mother, his father, siblings, all of
themn - can move an inch and certainly not forward, is like a kind of death.

Barb continues. "On the one hand, 1 think to myseif we're lucky Ryan's notin a nursihg home.

"“What were we told?" she looks inquiringly over at daughter-in-law Deb. "That there were
thousands of these young guys waiting for a bed in the Jacana Acquired Brain Injury Centre when
we got in?

http://www.couriermail,com.au/ipad/jacana-fis;lpli hi-highlights-wider-issue/story-fnockd 5n-1226326098...  16/04/2012
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"Well, you'll hear from the good staff there that the idea is to get these people - like Ryan - through
their therapy and out. These are the staff who want the best for them, that's their dream. But there's
no funding and there's nowhere to go.

"Every single person you speak to that has been in this position from head injury will tell you and
_even the doctors say to you, when they come out of ICU, 'Look, you've got nothing, you'll never
have anything, put them in a nursing home and forget about them'.

"And some families have no choice and they just have fo do that. So we thought we were the lucky
ones, and we wera in lots of ways."

But Ryan has been in Jacana, one of only three Queenstand Health-admiristered ABI recovery
centres in the state, since January 2008 (after spending four months in the Priricess Aiexandra
Hospital after his accident). '

He's just 26 and was a butcher. A fit and happy young man in the prime of his life before his injury,
he has received no compensation because Queensland lacks a no-fauli accideant compensation
scheme, and so must rely on underfunded government medical and disability support services.

The "slow stream therapy" program Ryan was admitted to daganate receive, ostensibly before
moving back into the community, has long since finished and applications by Jacana staff to the
Communities Department for disability support funding/and publi¢/housing have so far not resuited
in him being offered suitable funding or community accommodation,

Ryan isn't alone in this situation. There are many people’with ABYliving long-term in Jacana, which
appears to have become, in this age of deinstitutionalisatian,/a/de facto long-term residential facility.
And among them are many who want to leave but cannot because they have been denied a funding
package and/or alternative accommodatiorn.

In some cases, people are faced with a/dishonest-Catch 22, Disability Services say they won't
supply support funding as the applicant’has ne social housing; Housing says they can't alioccate
premises as the applicant has no support funding’

Disability advocates with the community-based Speaking Up For You agency, who have been
working to help Ryan and four gthers/ at Jacana obtain funding and accommodation, have had
enough and have now sought and received weighty reinforcement in the form of the Sydney-based
Australian Centre for Disability Law,which has launched a landmark human rights case in the
Australian Human Rights Commission.

In addition to alleging state.and federal governments are in breach of anti-discrimination legislation,
the centre is also alleging bothjurisdictions are in breach of the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, Article 19 of which sets out the responsibilities of signatories relating to
people's rights to live independently and in the community.

Solicitor Phiflip French explains.

"There are two processes we will pursue in a staged way,” he says. "All of these matters are before
the AHRC as complaints under the Australian Disability Discrimination Act and also the Australian
Human Rights Commission Act. The DDA complaint attacks this issue of not being eligible for
housing unless you have a support package. The ofher alleges various violations of human rights
under the UN convention. In law they are two separate complaints being dealt with together. We are
probably going to attempt to rescive this in conciliation with the Queensland agencies (Disability
Services and Housing) and, failing that, with the Australian authorities - the Departments of
Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, and Health and Ageing.

"If that fails, we will go to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities alleging
Australia is in breach of the convention."

http://www.couriennail.com.aufipadfjacana—5s-_?lightvhighlights-wider-issue/story—fnﬁ ckd5n-1226326098...  16/04/2012
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‘While Ryan cannot speak - though Deb and Barbara say he communicates with his eyes and by
small hand movements - the other four Jacana residents being represented by Speaking Up For
You do talk about their unhappiness.

Mark Ricei is 51 and a father of two. He acquired his brain injury in 1982 as a result of a motorcycle |
accident. He lived for some years in social housing with family support - mainly from his ageing
mother Alwyn - but in 2008 he was hospitalised with faltering mental health and concerns about his
self-care. After a hip replacement, he was sent to Jacana's Brighton campus - where his only
companions are severely mentally incapacitated, mostly elderly patients - and is still there.

In 2010, his application for social housing was refused on the basis he had g disability support
funding, an application for which had failed the previous year. At Jacana, fi2 has’a’ small hospital-
style room and shares a bathrcom.

"l can't talk to anyone,” he says. "Some are too sick. Some are crazy, A've got na frignds there at all,
1 sit by myself all day in my room, or in the courtyard, playing my G player”

SUFY disability advocate Neal Lakshman says Mark's isolation is "acute” and he relies heavily on
visits from Alwyn but she now has significant heaith issues. He rarely sess his children.

Neil Lanser, 47 also has two children, He was injured in an assault'inAugust 2009 and was
admitted to Jacana two months later. He was assessed for disatility support at the end of 2010 but
has received no offer of any funding or accommodation.

In Jacana, he shares a room with three other pecple:His only privacy is supplied by a curtain,
which he can draw arcund his bed.

Asked how he feels, Neil says he's frustrated, angry and depressed.

"Why don't they just give me a bullet? Atleast I'd have/someone | know up there," he says, pointing
skywards,

His sister and guardian Polly shares hig frustration.

"What's frustrating is how slow the-processis. Everyone understands Neil has gone as far as he
can go in Jacana. There just gshouldn't be this huge wait. There should be steps in piace so Neil or
anyone glse, ence they reach.the end stage in Jacana, the next stage can start, As it is, Neil is
taking space there others who need-slow stream recovery therapy could be using,” she says.

And then there's Derek Rogers and Steven Kendall, whose situations seem proof Jacana is being
used as a long-termy, residential institution.

Derek's been at dacana since 1988. His recovery therapy ceased 13 years ago. None of his many
applications for-disability support or housing has been successful.

Nor have Steven's, who has been in the facility since 2003.

They are fiot thé oily-enes who have been in Jacana for 10 years or longer. Of Jacana's 53
residents - 37 Housed at its Bracken Ridge campus and 16 at Brighton - 42 have been there longer
than five years and 24 of them, like Derek, more than 10. Only five are receiving slow stream
therapy for their acquired brain injury.

Queensland Health spokeswoman Mary Slattery says residents are moved into the community on a
priority basis as appropriate matches of housing and support arrangements become available. She
says that, since 2007, 11 clients have been successfully discharged home to family or to other
residential care facilities. :

But French says the Queensiand Government spends more than $8 million annually on Jacana and
that it is, in effect, a blockfunded residential facility where people with disabilities are "warehoused"”.,

http://www couriermail.com,aw/ipad/jacana-5s-plight-highlights-wider-issue/story-f6ck4 Sn- 1226326098...  16/04/2012
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“Each resident there has an accommodation place worth about $140,000 a year. Under the
Convention, these large facilities are not permissible and the Queensland Government must
devolve this institution into community living arrangements consistent with Aricle 19," he says. "The
Government is already spending more than it would cost to develop community-based supports for
most of these individuals.

“The Government is nct entitled to say there's a iot of pecple with unmet needs and we'll get around
to this when we can . . . Jacana is not functioning primarily as a medical rehab centre, it's
functioning as a parking lot for people who can't go elsewhere. It's a warghouse and people are
being warehoused there because they can't get disability support packages.”

In the disability sector, a great deal of hope rests on the introduction of a Naticnal/insurance
Disability Scheme, with a balipark cost of about $7 hillion. If such a scheme, fully funded, were in
place today, Ryan, Mark, Neil, Stephen and Derek would all have significant disability support
packages that they, perhaps with the help of their families or advocates, couid useto maximise their
ongeing recovery and independence - including choosing where and, ifthey wanted shared
accommodation, with whom they lived. While the federal and state governments have signalled
support for the scheme, considerable argy-bargy continues about it, including new Premier
Campbeill Newman this week ruling out any extra disability sgending for-the NDIS and refusing to
sign Queensland up to the related no-fault National Injury Insurance Scheme,

And so, for the time being at least, the Jacana five and/thousands of others with disability without
any support funding or with significantly less than is needed must.gontinue to rely on the State
Government. '

According to the Department of Communities, the state's totai expenditure on disability support
services is $1.181 billion, plus $623.7 million for Home apd Community Care Services and $70.3
million for non-clinical mental heaith services --aliup, an increase of $1 billion over the past five
years.

Communities says in 2011-12 up to 28,000 peopls will receive some kind of government-funded
disability service, but just how many of those pegple will receive services that fall well short of what
they need - and what that means in doilar terms - is unclear. A new intake assessment and
assessment process was intrgduced dastduly and more than 7000 people with disabilities have
been assessed or reassessedundgrthat.

New Communities Minister Tracy Davis says, of those, 3100 people have been assessed with
"unmet support needs™of an estimated $122 million. '

With the NDIS sorrie/vears off-and in the face of a multimillion-dollar disability shortfall on the home
front, the five Jacana inmates have a lot riding on their human rights case, the first conciliation
hearing for which is in Brisbane next Thursday.

"One hopes thatif the Queensland Government does recognise the human rights problems that
face thegefive, it wiii recognise the problem that faces all the people at Jacana and all the other
people with disabilities being denied their human rights," French says. "This is a moral issue that
must be prioritised.”

wenhamm@qnp.newsitd.com.au

© 2012 News Queenstand. All times AEST {(GMT +10:00).
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Ashfeigh Edwérds

From: |CTPI @gmail.com]
Sent: ‘ Thursday, 19 Aprit 2012 12:48 PM

To: The Premier

Subject: Cut the Red Tape...

Dear Mr Newman,

Please read this and consider how you might help these unfortunate people and many more like them by
doing what you have publicly promised...cutting red tape.

Regards

Saturday 14 April 2012

Tragic case of 'thée Jacana 5
highlights a wider problem

Author: Margaret/Wenham
Publication: Courier/Mail{46,Sat 14 Apr 2012)
Edition:~1 < First with the news
Section: Insight
Keywords:-Department (1),of

(1), Communities (1)

BARBARA Douglass has paused to collect her
thodghts se.she can sum up the difficulties facing
herseverely brain-damaged grandson, Ryan, and
his family. as they try to secure him disability
support funding and somewhere to live.

7" A lot of people get worn down by it,” the 71-
year-old says finally. " " Tell you what - there's
worse things than death and that's the perpetual
grief for families."

She's not saying, you understand, that it would be
better if her beloved Ryan had died when his car
hit a power pole more than four years ago, or that
she would rather be dead than continue to play
her role in the family's watchful and foving

1

‘ RTI Document No.20




Thisdocument has been released under the RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 (Qld)

guardianship of him.

It's just that, for all of them, being stuck in an
unsatisfying, unedifying, frustrating and upsetting
limbo where none of them - Ryan, Barbara, Deb,
who is Ryan's mother, his father, siblings, all of
them - can move an inch and certainly not
forward, is like a kind of death.

Barb continues. * " On the one hand, I think to
myself we're lucky Ryan's not in a nursing hoimie.

" "What were we told?" she looks inquiringly ever
at daughter-in-law Deb. ' " That there were
thousands of these young guys waiting for a-bed
in the Jacana Acquired Brain Injury Centre when
we got in?

" *Well, you'll hear from the good\staff,there that
the idea is to get these people - like'\Ryan -
through their therapy and out. These are the staff
who want the best for them), that's their dream.
But there's no funding and-theré's powhere to go.

' *Every single person you speak to that has been
in this position from_head injury will tell you and
even the doctors say to you,/when they come out
of ICU, " Look, you've’got nothing, you'll never
have anything, putthem/in a nursing home and
forget about them'.

" " And soire faimities-have no choice and they just
have to do that, So we thought we were the lucky
ones, and we were in lots of ways."

ButRyan-has been in Jacana, one of only three
Queensland Health-administered ABI recovery
Zentres-in the state, since January 2008 (after
spending/four months in the Princess Alexandra
Hospital after his accident).

He's just 26 and was a butcher. A fit and happy
young man in the prime of his life before his
injury, he has received no compensation because
Queensland lacks a no-fault accident
compensation scheme, and so must rely on
underfunded government medical and disability
support services.

The ' "slow stream therapy' program Ryan was
admitted to Jacana to receive, ostensibly before

2
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moving back into the community, has long since
finished and applications by Jacana staff to the
Communities Department for disability support
-funding and public housing have so far not
resuited in him being offered suitable funding or
community accommodation.

Ryan isn't alone in this situation. There are many
people with ABI living long-term in Jacana, which
appears to have become, in this age of
deinstitutionalisation, a de facto long-term
residential facility. And among them are many
who want to leave but cannot because they haye
been denied a funding package and/or alternative
accommodation.

In some cases, people are faced with a dishonest
Catch 22. Disability Services say they won't
supply support funding as the applicant has no
social housing; Housing says they can't allocate
premises as the applicant has’no support funding.

Disability advocates with the commanity-based
Speaking Up For You agency, who have been
working to help Ryan.and four others at Jacana
obtain funding and accommodation, have had
enough and have now sought/and received
weighty reinforgcement/in the form of the Sydney-
based Australian.Centre for Disability Law, which
has launched-alandmark human rights case in the
Australian Humarn Rights Commission.

In addition to &lleging state and federal
governments are in breach of anti-discrimination
legistaticn, the centre is also alleging both
jurisdicticns. are in breach of the UN Convention
on.the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Article
19 of which sets out the responsibilities of
signatories relating to people's rights to live
independently and in the community.

Solicitor Phillip French explains.

" "There are two processes we will pursue in a
staged way," he says. ~ All of these matters are
before the AHRC as complaints under the
Australian Disability Discrimination Act and also
the Australian Human Rights Commission Act. The
DDA complaint attacks this issue of not being
eligible for housing unless you have a support
package. The other alleges various violations of

3
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human rights under the UN convention. In law
they are two separate complaints being dealt with
together. We are probably going to attempt to
resolve this in conciliation with the Queensiand
agencies (Disability Services and Housing) and,
failing that, with the Australian authorities - the
Departments of Families, Housing, Community
Services and Indigenous Affairs, and Health and
Ageing.

"V If that fails, we will go to the UN Committeg on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities alleging
Australia is in breach of the convention.”

‘While Ryan cannot speak - though Deb’and
Barbara say he communicates with his eyesand
by small hand movements - the other four Jacena
residents being represented by Speaking Up-for
You do talk about their unhappiness.

Mark Ricci is b1 and a father/of two. He acquired
his brain injury in 1982 asa@/resuit of.¢’ motorcycle
accident. He lived for some&-years iy social housing
with family support - mainly frorm/his ageing
mother Alwyn - but in. 2008 he was hospitalised
with faltering mental health and’ concerns about
his self-care. After’ a hip replacement, he was sent
to Jacana's Brighton campus’- where his only
companions are severely /mentally incapacitated,
mostly elderly patients.4/and is still there.

In 2010, his apptlication for social housing was
refused on thé hasis he had no disability support
funding, an applcation for which had failed the
previous.year, At Jacana, he has a small hospital-
styig room and shares a bathroom.

71 can't talk to anyone," he says. ~  Some are
too sick.~Some are crazy. I've got no friends there
at all. I sit by myself all day in my room, or in the
courtyard, playing my CD player."

SUFY disability advocate Neal Lakshman says
Mark's isolation is * "acute" and he relies heavily
on visits from Alwyn but she now has significant
health issues. He rarely sees his children.

Neil Lanser, 47 also has two children. He was
injured in an assault in August 2009 and was
admitted to Jacana two months later. He was
assessed for disability support at the end of 2010

4

RTI Document No.23




Thisdocument has been released under the RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 (Qld)

but has received no offer of any funding or
accommodation.

In Jacana, he shares a room with three other
people. His only privacy is supplied by a curtain,
which he can draw around his bed.

Asked how he feels, Neil says he's frustrated,
angry and depressed. '

" Why don't they just give me a bullet? At least
I'd have someone I know up there,” he says,
pointing skywards.

His sister and guardian Polly shares hig
frustration. * *What's frustrating is how slow the

. process is. Everyone understands Neil has gone as
far as he can go in Jacana. There just shouldii't be
this huge wait. There should be stepsin-place so
Neil or anyone else, once they reach\the end
stage in Jacana, the next stage can start. As it is,
Neil is taking space there ogthers who.veed slow
stream recovery therapy couid be using,"” she
says.

And then there's Derek Rogerg and Steven
Kendall, whose sityations seen proof Jacana is
being used as a lgng-term, residential institution.

Derek's been-atJacana/since 1998. His recovery
therapy ceased 13 years ago. None of his many
applications for/disability support or housing has
been successful,

Nor have Steven's, who has been in the facility
since 2003.

They-are not the only ones who have been in
Jacana for 10 years or longer. Of Jacana's 53
residents - 37 housed at its Bracken Ridge
campus and 16 at Brighton - 42 have been there
longer than five years and 24 of them, like Derek,
more than 10. Only five are receiving slow stream
therapy for their acquired brain injury.

Queensland Health spokeswoman Mary Slattery
says residents are moved into the community on .
a priority basis as appropriate matches of housing
and support arrangements become available. She
says that, since 2007, 11 clients have been
successfully discharged home to family or to other

5
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residential care facilities.

But French says the Queensland Government
spends more than $8 million annually on Jacana
and that it is, in effect, a blockfunded residential
facility where people with disabilities are

" “warehoused".

' " Each resident there has an accommodation
place worth about $140,000 a year. Under the
Convention, these large facilities are not
permissible and the Queensland Government
must devolve this institution into community living
arrangements consistent with Article 19,/ he says.
' 'The Government is already spending /more than
it would cost to develop community-based
supports for most of these individuals.

' "The Government is not entitled\to say-there's a
- lot of people with unmet needs and we’ll get

around to this when we can /(. Jacana is not
functioning primarily as a medicai rehab centre,
it's functioning as a parking-lot for peopie who
can't go elsewhere, It's a warehouse and people
are being warehoused there because they can't
get disability support packages,”

In the disability sectoi’/a great deal of hope rests
on the introduction-of a National Insurance
Disability Scheme, with/a ballpark cost of about
$7 billion. If such)a scheme, fully funded, were in
place today, Ryan;-Mark, Neil, Stephen and Derek
would all have significant disability support
packages that they, perhaps with the help of their
families or advocates, could use to maximise their
ongoing recavery and independence - including
¢hoosing where and, if they wanted shared
accommaodation, with whom they lived. While the
federal and state governments have signalled
support for the scheme, considerable argy-bargy
contindes about it, including new Premier
Campbell Newman this week ruling out any extra
disability spending for the NDIS and refusing to
sign Queensland up to the related no-fault

" National Injury Insurance Scheme.

And so, for the time being at least, the Jacana five
and thousands of others with disability without
any support funding or with significantly less than
is needed must continue to rely on the State
Government,
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According to the Department of Communities,
the state's total expenditure on disability support
services is $1.181 billion, plus $523.7 million for
Home and Community Care Services and $70.3
million for non-clinical mental health services - all
up, an increase of $1 billion over the past five
years. ‘

Communities says in 2011-12 up to 28,000
people will receive some kind of government-
funded disability service, but just how many of
those people will receive services that fall well
short of what they need - and what that means_in
dollar terms - is unclear. A new intake/assessment
and assessment process was introduced last July
and more than 7000 people with disabilities have
been assessed or reassessed under-that.

New Communities Minister Tracy Davis says, of
those, 3100 people have been assessed with

' “unmet support needs" of an estimated $122
mitlion.

With the NDIS some years off and in the face of a
multimillion-dollar disability shortfall on the home
front, the five Jacama inmates/have a lot riding on
their human rights case, thefirst conciliation
hearing for which is/in Brisbane next Thursday.

'’ One hopegs that if the' Queensland Government
does recegnise/the-human rights problems that
face these five/it will recognise the problem that
faces all the people at Jacana and all the other
peopie with disabilities being denied their human
rights," French says. * "This is a moral issue that
must be prioritised.”

wenhamm@gnp.newsltd.com.au

UN-Cohvention on the Rights of People with
Disabilities Article 19 - Living independently and
being included in the community

States parties to this Convention recognise the
equal right of all persons with disabiiities to live in
the community, with choices equal to others, and
shall take effective and appropriate measures to
facilitate full enjoyment by persons with
disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and
participation in the community, including by
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ensuring that:

1. Persons with disabilities have the opportunity
to choose their place of residence and where and
with whom they live on an equal basis with others
and are not obliged to live in a particular living
arrangement;

2. Persons with disabilities have access to a range
of in-home, residential and other community
support services, including personal assistange
necessary to support living and inclusion in the
community, and to prevent isolation or
segregation from the community;

3. Community services and facilities for-the
general population are available on an equal basis
to persons with disabilities and are-responsive to
their needs.

Headline: Tragic case-of the Jacara 5 highlights a
wider problem

Author: Margaret Wenham

Edition: 1 - FirstVwith/the .news
~Section: Insight

FBepartinent for Communities |

Copyright © News Ltd

8

RTI Document No.27




This document has been released under the RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 (QId)

ATTACHMENT 6

o Media article by Ms Maraaret Wenham, Courier Mail, on 14 April 2012

- The following details of the cases mentioned in the Courier Mail article were provided
to the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services (DCCSDS)
by the article’s author, Ms Margaret Wenham on 20 March 2012.

—  Ms Wenham advised that the five men referenced in the article were:

o Mr Mark Ricci — Mr Ricci has been a resident of Jacana since July 2008 and

has made two unsuccessful applications for housing and disability support.
CTPI

o Mr Neil Lanser — Mr Lanser has been a resident of sinc¢e Octobgr/2009 and
most recently completed an assessment for disability support in late 2010.

‘o Mr Ryan Douglas — Mr Douglas was admitted to Jacana in danuary 2008 and

made an application for disability funding in [CTF'
CTPI

o Mr Derek Rogers — Mr Rogers has been ;Jacana resident since June 1998.
Mr Rogers has made several unsuccessfut-applications for specialist disability

support|CTP!
CTPI

Mr-Kendal was admitted to Jacana in 2003

o Mr Stephen Kendal CTPI

CTPI

- Ms Wenham further advised-that none of the men mentioned in the article were
currently receiving ABI rehabilitation.

— DCCSDS have confirmed that current social housing applications are registered for
each of the individuals and all have been assessed as eligible for specialist disability
support.

— DCCSDS also advise that the individuals have not yet been successful in securing
disability support funding to support their transition because of the high demand for
support,.the high ievel of support they require, and the need to prioritise funding
allocations:.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Premier

Jon Grayson

Friday, 7 September 2012 8:57 AM
Campbell Newman; Ben Myers
QCU Commission of Audit

I have not been able to get a copy of this report (it is not mentioned on the QCU web site).

Mark Gray from the CoA will be putting together a briefing for you and the Treasurertoday, but in case ydu
- need some quick answers, here are a few pointers (based on what has appeared 4n the Courier Mail):

1. The CoA did not take in to account $28bn of cash sitting in Q1 ¢/ This is-the employer contributions
to super and should not be taken in to account; to do so would suggest'that we can raid cash set aside

for workers' super entitlement to pay down debt, The CoA used the net debt to revenue metric as
used by the ratings agencies when analysing the state's financial position,

The QCU report suggests we have shifted the accounting goalposts—i.¢. focussed on fiscal position
rather than operating position. The fiscal position is the valid méasure of how much further we go in
to debt each year because it takes in to account operating and capital items. The previous
government published both measures, so this is nething hew. Hewever, not surprisingly they didn't
focus on the fiscal position.

The QCU report says that "In fact employee expenses-have’ rémained fairly stable over an 11-year
period if expressed as a percentage of total expenses” - this doesn't give a lot of comfort when total
expenses are increasing at an unsustainable rate,

It also says that borrowings have been ysed forhard agsets not operating expenses. You will recall
that this was an issuc which was aired 4t the’ QIRC a/while back and is a bit tricky. They can argue
this point because there was always‘a‘easht Operating surplus (but not always an operating surplus
when depreciation was taken in to account). While it did not lead to immediate borrowing for
operating costs, it did suggest that obligations/were being deferred (there was no cash to cover
depreciation of assets) and botrowingswould be required down the track to replace depreciated
assets.

Kind regards

Jon Grayson
Director-General
Department of the Prermier and Cabinet

R (07) 322 44728
“B jon.grayson@premiérs.gld.gov.au

Executive Building | Level 15 | 100 George Street | Brisbane
PO Box 15185 | City East | Queensland 4002

Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Barbara Tollenaere

From: Jon Grayson

Sent: Friday, 7 September 2012 10:42 AM
To: Campbell Newman; Ben Myers
Subject:. Fwd: Treasurer Tim Nicholls Audio
Attachments: ABC812_Morings_TimNicholls.mp3

Premier, Ben - a sterling performance by the Treasurer this morning...
Kind regards

Jon Grayson
Director-General
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

% (07) 322 44728

‘B jon.grayson@premiers.aid.gov.au
Executive Building | Level 15 | 100 George Street | Brisbane

PC Box 15185 | City East | Queensland 4002

Please consider the environment before prinfing this email

Begin forwarded message:

From: Daniel Barrett <Daniel. Barreti@ministerial.gld.gov.au>
Subject: Treasurer Tim Nicholls Audio

Date: 7 September 2012 9:35:37 AMVAEST

To: Jon Grayson <Jon.Grayson@premiers.gla.gov.au>

Hi lon,
Please find attached audio of Tim Nicholls o ABC 612 Brisbane this morning talking with Steve Austin.

If you require the prior Bob Walker audio, please’let me know. We’re currently transcribing the Nicholls interview
and can provide that too if you are-interested in that.

Regards
Dan

Daniel Barrett | Media Monitor, Government Media Unit
Office of the Premiler
P: 07 3006 5121 M{CT®
E: daniel.barreti@ministerial. gid. gov.au

Executive Building | 100 Gegrge Street | Brisbane | QLD 4000
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