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PREMIER BRIEFING NOTE 
 

Tracking Folder: 
Document Number: 

TF/25/7451 
DOC/25/63123 

 

Action Officer: Unit: LJP Division: The Cabinet Office Telephone:  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. It is recommended that you: 

a) sign or approve the use of your electronic signature on the letter to the  
Honourable Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister of Australia, (Attachment 1) 
requesting his approval to cost share 50:50 a $69.75 million suite of DRFA Category C 
and D grants to support immediate recovery efforts in impacted communities  

b)

c)

KEY ISSUES 

2. Minister Leahy wrote to you on 1 April 2025, seeking your endorsement of Queensland’s 50 
per cent contribution towards a jointly DRFA funded, suite of grants to support immediate 
recovery efforts for councils; primary producers; rural landholders; and small business 
operators (including not-for-profits):  

a) $12 million for Category C Community Relief Fund grants of up to $1 million to Barcoo 
Shire; Boulia Shire; Bulloo Shire; Diamantina Shire; Longreach Shire; Murweh Shire; 
Paroo Shire; Quilpie Shire and Winton Shire and other at-risk councils, as needed  

b) $52.5 million for Category C Primary Producer Recovery Grants of up to $25,000 for 
impacted primary producers located in Barcoo Shire; Boulia Shire; Bulloo Shire; 
Diamantina Shire; Longreach Shire; Murweh Shire; Paroo Shire; Quilpie Shire and Winton 
Shire council regions. 

c) $5.25 million for Category C disaster assistance grants up to $25,000 for Small Business 
and not for profit organisations in Barcoo Shire; Boulia Shire; Bulloo Shire; Diamantina 
Shire; Longreach Shire; Murweh Shire; Paroo Shire; Quilpie Shire and Winton Shire council 
regions. 

3. 

4. Should you approve of this approach, it is requested that you write to the Prime Minister 
seeking his approval to cost share the recovery package (Attachment 3). 

5. Each package has been coordinated by the Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) 
working with responsible departments to reflect analysis of the damage in the affected areas 
and results of consultation with the affected communities. The packages are detailed in the 
formal request forms to be provided to the Prime Minister (Attachments 1a, 1b, and 1c). 

6. For the Community Relief Fund, it is proposed that grants of up to $1 million be made 
available to reimburse eligible costs incurred by councils, noting funding will be allocated 

To:             THE PREMIER 
 

Approved   /   Not Approved   /   Noted 

Premier / CoS:_____________________ 

Date:       /        / 2025 

Option selected ____________________ 

Date:         
Subject:   Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 

(DRFA) phase one suite of early recovery 
grants for primary producers, rural 
landholders and small business owners for 
Western Queensland Flooding event     
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PREMIER BRIEFING NOTE Tracking Folder: 
Document Number: 

TF/25/7451 
DOC/25/63123 

Action Officer: Unit: LJP Division: The Cabinet Office Telephone: 

with flexibility to reflect actual needs of councils (i.e. it will not necessarily be equally divided 
but managed within the capped funding amount).  

7. The primary producer grants estimate is based on Geographic Information System (GIS)
spatial mapping, combined with overlays of predicted flood peaks and synthetic aperture
radar (SAR) to determine the potential extent of impacts on specific industries and LGAs.

8. The grant programs pay out the actual damage costs incurred as a reimbursement. For
every successful applicant, the full grant amount is not expected to be required, creating a
buffer in the approved funding envelope that can be used as a contingency, should the
actual number of successful applications exceed estimates contained in the request forms.

9. The Minister has also sought an increase to the capped grant amount for Primary Producer
Recovery Grants, increasing the cap from $25,000 up to $75,000, given the size and scale of
the event.

10.

11. It is expected that there will be further recovery packages sought under the DRFA to support
recovery efforts from this event. These mid- to longer-term packages are under development

CONSULTATION 

12. Consultation has occurred with the QRA and Queensland Treasury.

BACKGROUND

13. This request for funding under the DRFA is second sought for this event.

a total $5 million package “Coordinated Emergency 
Fodder” which was approved by the Prime Minister on 29 March 2025 to provide immediate 
relief to primary producers by procuring and coordinating the transport of fodder to livestock 
isolated by floodwaters.  

Damien Walker 
Director-General 
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